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“The ESS has a large and growing user base. It 

stands out as a valuable resource especially due to 

its high quality standards, simple and open access, 

and the increased capacity for international 

comparison, from which many academic and  

non-academic users benefit immensely.”

1 The Regulation No 723/2009 provides that
An ERIC shall produce an annual activity report, containing in particular the scientific, operational and financial aspects of its activities. It shall 
be approved by the assembly of members and transmitted to the Commission and relevant public authorities within six months from the end of 
the corresponding financial years. This report shall be made publicly available (Article 17 Reporting and Control). 
This Report was approved at the 13th meeting of the ESS ERIC General Assembly on 7 November 2018.  

2

ESS ERIC ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2017-2018 ESS ERIC ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2017-2018

We live in a time of uncertainty in Europe. At the time of writing, the discussions regarding 
the exit of the United Kingdom from the European Union are drawing to a close and we 
will soon know the outcomes of those negotiations, as well as having a better sense of the 
implications for all involved. At the same time we see a rise in populism in many European 
countries, combined with a strengthening of nationalist sentiment and anti-immigration 
stances. At the same time, science predicts that the impact of climate change will be such 
that Africa, which has contributed least to climate change, will suffer greatly in terms 
of decreased arable production and increased water scarcity, with a potential impact of 
massive displacement of peoples. 

All of this change requires significant debate by politicians, legislators, policy makers, and many 
others, so that society is as prepared as possible for all possible outcomes. To that objective of 
understanding the common good, those involved in this debate need the best possible data. In 
this arena, the European Social Survey has much to contribute. In its most recent survey round, 
its eighth, the rotating modules were of particular significance: ‘Public Attitudes to Climate 
Change, Energy Security, and Energy Preferences’ and a repeat module on ‘Welfare Attitudes in 
a Changing Europe: Solidarities under Pressure’.

The ESS provides our politicians, legislators, policy makers, political and social scientists, 
journalists, and opinion shapers with hard data. It is the rigour of the European Social Survey 
and its unimpeachable methodology that makes its data at once highly reliable and deeply 
significant. These data, on the attitudes of Europe’s citizenry, are of critical importance in 
separating the wheat from the chaff, of discerning what is true and what is fake, of allowing us 
to weigh competing claims about what Europeans think and believe. 

It is no surprise that the European Social Survey occupies a landmark position on the European 
Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures Roadmap. With more than 100,000 users of its 
data, the ESS has generated more than 3000 publications. This is possible only because of 
the dedication of the Core Scientific Team, headquartered in City, University of London, and 
the many academics and others around the world who analyse the data. To them, and to the 
ESS funding countries, I wish to express deep gratitude for enabling this critical work and for 
facilitating its ongoing growth and subsequent enrichment of our knowledge base. Without 
them, there would be no ESS and Europe would be poorer for it.

Professor Michael Breen, Chair, ESS ERIC General Assembly 
December 1st 2018

Foreword
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Message from ESS ERIC Director

A key aim of the ESS is to improve the visibility and outreach of data on social change among 
academics, policy makers and the wider public. A recent impact case study that we conducted 
by Technopolis found clear evidence that the ESS is meeting this objective.  The report identified 
numerous examples where ESS data has had an influence on public policy, changes in the law and 
use by public, private and charitable organisations. Examples include:

• ESS data was used by the Austrian Ministry for Labour Social Affairs and Consumer Protection 
(BMASK). Data on welfare is regularly used for research and by policymakers to support decision 
making. BMASK also funds a study where ESS is used to see possible effects of the economic crisis 
on welfare attitudes.

• The Ministry of Social Affairs in Estonia has used ESS data since 2008. It contributed in the process 
of preparing the Ministry’s Strategy of Children and Families 2012-2020 with data collected 
contributing to internal policy discussions.

• France Stratégie - a public think-tank attached to the Prime Minister - has used ESS data in several 
reports. France Stratégie’s report findings have been disseminated through the general media and 
through public debate, in particular on social inequalities.

• The report highlighted the use of ESS data for a regional extension of the Active Ageing Index 
(AAI) in Germany - a tool initially created by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE) and the European Commission.

• ESS data was used by the Háttér Society (Hungarian organisation for Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, 
Queers and Intersex people) and Institute for Sociology of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
Centre for Social Sciences. Their analysis resulted in the inclusion of LGBTQI people as a 
disadvantaged group in the Budapest Equal Opportunity programme 2017-19.

• European Union agency Eurofound, based in Ireland, has recently produced two reports using ESS 
data: one in 2016 on the labour market and one in 2017 on social mobility. The latter has been 
downloaded thousands of times from the Eurofound website.

• The ‘Lithuanian Action Plan for Citizenship Education 2016-2020’ was a multi-institutional 
endeavour to stimulate young people to become more active in civil society using ESS indicators 
that allowed for an international benchmark of Lithuania with other European countries.

• The Netherlands Institute for Social Research (SCP) is a government agency that published a report 
based on ESS data: Trust, life satisfaction and opinions on immigration in 15 European countries. 
It found that attitudes towards a generous asylum policy had become more positive and received 
widespread media coverage.  

• NordMod 2030 - a pan-Nordic research project - used ESS data on central topics such as trust and 
satisfaction with public services in the Nordic countries. The project was commissioned by the 
Co-operation Committee of the Nordic Social Democratic parties and trade union LOs (SAMAK) and 
the Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS).
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• The Polish national ESS team provided training sessions to staff at Poland’s Central Statistical 
Office (Główny Urząd Statystyczny) that led to a European programme (ESS Vision 2020) to 
standardise official statistics agencies.

• The Centre for Judicial Studies (Centro de Estudos Judiciários, CEJ) in Portugal now includes ESS 
data on the evaluation of justice and trust in judicial institutions in the curriculum for the training 
of future judges and public prosecutors.

• ESS data regarding the social wellbeing of citizens, using indicators on life satisfaction and 
happiness, has been used in reports produced by The Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and 
Development in Slovenia. The Institute’s director reports directly to the President and their 
reports offer Slovenian policymakers a unique insight into the comparative position of their 
country on various indicators, notably around wellbeing.  

• The ESS module concerning trust in the police and criminal courts fed into a strategic 
reorganisation of the Swedish police service and national efforts to strengthen local policing. The 
same module was used to support several projects in Albania, informing the design of community 
policing approaches, through revealing citizens’ needs.

• The concept of ‘wellbeing’ has become increasingly important for government organisations in 
the UK. Data from the ESS contributed to the development of wellbeing measures and informed 
the debate on policy aims beyond economic growth. In addition to academic research groups, 
the New Economics Foundation (NEF) and, more recently, the What Works Wellbeing Centre have 
been instrumental in developing and transmitting insights from analysis of ESS data to national 
policy audiences.

Most recently we launched findings from the ESS module on climate change and energy security 
at a Brussels event attended by the European Commission and third sector organisations like 
Greenpeace. Whilst a clear majority accept climate change is happening due to human activity,levels 
of concern are lower than might be expected considering the scale of this grand challenge.  In 
addition, only a minority believe that much can or will be done to address climate change. As 
the role of the public is likely to be crucial to how this issue is addressed, ESS data provides much 
needed findings to make the position of our societies clear.  It suggests that scientists and policy 
makers need to communicate the scale and likely impact of climate change more clearly. 

Going forward we hope to further maximise the non-academic impact of the ESS whilst ensuring 
that is based upon rigorous theoretically driven analysis. 

Professor Rory Fitzgerald 
Director ESS ERIC
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Overview 

01 June 2017 to 31 May 2018

The third ESS ERIC Work Programme relating to the ESS Round 9 biennial period (2017-2019).  
commenced on 01 June 2017.  This Annual Activity Report covers the period from 01 June 
2017 to 31 May 2018.  Key activities in this period included preparations for ESS Round 9 
fieldwork and the initiation of preliminary activities relating to ESS Round 10.  The numbers of 
participating countries in the ESS ERIC increased to 23 by 31 May 2018. Academic usage and 
non-academic interest continued to increase over the course of this period.

Highlights include:

Membership and participation: Four countries applied for Membership of the ESS ERIC in 2017-2018:  
Cyprus, Finland, Iceland and Latvia.  Denmark applied for, and was granted, Guest country status.  

Participation in ESS ERIC at 31 May 2018 reached 23: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,  
The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK.

Meetings: The General Assembly met in October 2017, February 2018 and, for an extraordinary 
meeting, in May 2018.  Its Committees, the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB), the Methods Advisory 
Board (MAB) and FINCOM, met throughout the year.  The Membership Development Advisory 
Committee concluded its activities. A new Research Ethics Board was constituted in this period.  The 
Membership Development Advisory Committee concluded its business and reported to the General 
Assembly at its meeting in October 2017.  A BREXIT Working Group, comprising representatives 
of the General Assembly, was convened.  The ESS ERIC Director’s Committees – the Core Scientific 
Team (CST) and the National Coordinators’ (NC) Forum met as planned.  

ESS Survey Coordination: Preparations for Round 9 continued with the Specifications for ESS ERIC 
Members and Observers published in May 2017 and contracting for pre-testing activities initiated.  
The Question Design Teams for the rotating modules, the Timing of Life and the Justice and Fairness 
modules, commenced their schedule of meetings over the course of this year.  The two- stage 
call for Round 10 rotating modules was published in October 2017.  The Scientific Advisory Board 
selected the two successful applications at its meeting in June 2018.

ESS ERIC Programme of Research: The ongoing programme of research seeks to ensure that ESS 
is conducted to the highest quality standards and is equipped to face the challenges of the future.  
The research programme includes research on the impact of a mixed mode administration of 
surveys as well as ongoing analyses oriented to the improvement of survey quality (from sampling 
to interviewer effects).

ESS ERIC Deliverables: This period saw the completion of scheduled Deliverables in the Work 
Programme 2017-2019.

ESS ERIC Dissemination: The first Round 8 data release was in October 2017; the second data 
release for ESS Round 8 took place in May 2018.  The Cumulative Data File for ESS Rounds 1-7 
was released in December 2017.  The number of registered users of the ESS website continued 
to increase throughout the year, reaching 123,800 users by 31 May 2018.  The ESS ERIC, with the 
Migration Policy Group, held an event at the European Parliament in June 2017.  Analysis of the 
take up of ESS data (2003-2017) continued to report a steady growth in the number of relevant 
methodological or substantive English language publications with ESS data usage between 2003 
and 2017, reaching 3,904 publications.

ESS ERIC Impact: Capturing the impact of the ESS was undertaken with the support of H2020 
funding.  The ESS Impact Study, undertaken by Technopolis, was completed just after the end 
of the Work Programme 2015-2017 period (in summer 2017) and the results, a report and case 
studies, made available on the ESS website.  (www.europeansocialsurvey.org).

ESS ERIC and H2020: ESS ERIC coordinates two significant projects: (i) Synergies for Europe’s 
Research Infrastructures in the Social Sciences’ (SERISS, GA 654221) and (ii) ESS SUSTAIN (GA 
676166).  It participated in successful bids as a participant in a policy support action, RISCAPE (GA 
730974), and in a research and innovation action project European Cohort Development Project 
(ECDP, GA 777449).  ECDP commenced in January 2018.    

ESS ERIC participated as a partner in three proposals for H2020 infrastructure funding.  The results 
of these bids were communicated in August 2018. 

ESS ERIC and ESFRI: ESS ERIC continued to provide information about operations to ESFRI.  ESS 
ERIC is an ESFRI Landmark Research Infrastructure and participated in the pilot evaluation exercise 
launched by ESFRI in 2017.

Global Links: ESS ERIC hosted a workshop with key international initiatives in September 2017.  
Following this initiative, collaborative links have been further developed with Australia and South 
Africa and are ongoing.  ESS ERIC participates in H2020 RISCAPE (www.riscape.eu) identifying 
complementarities with key international initiatives in inter alia social survey initiatives and 
associated data archives.
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1. Introduction
The European Social Survey ERIC (ESS ERIC) is a research infrastructure of pan-European relevance.

Its objectives are:

• to chart stability and change in the social structure, conditions and attitudes in Europe and to 
interpret how these changes are affecting Europe’s social, political and moral fabric

• to achieve and spread higher standards of rigour in cross-national social measurement

• to introduce soundly-based indicators of national progress, based on citizens’ perceptions and 
judgements of key aspects of their societies

• to undertake and facilitate the training of European social researchers in comparative 
quantitative measurement and analysis

• to improve the visibility and outreach of data on social change among academics, policy makers 
and the wider public.

The European Social Survey seeks to ensure its results are relevant to academic researchers and 
teachers, policy makers and civil society.  The ESS is fielded every two years and 36 countries have 
participated in at least one round since 2002.  All EU Member States, apart from Malta, have 
participated in the ESS, as have nine countries from outside the EU (Albania, Kosovo, Iceland, 
Israel, Norway, Russia, Switzerland, Turkey and Ukraine).

The Decision establishing the European Social Survey as European Social Survey ERIC (‘ESS ERIC’), 
published in the Official Journal of the European Union, took effect on 2 December 2013.  The 
European Social Survey became an independent legal entity (ESS ERIC), ‘owned’ by its assembly of 
Members, the ESS ERIC General Assembly.

In the fifth year of ESS ERIC operations (2017-2018), 23 countries participated in its activities.  
17 countries were Members of ESS ERIC; one held the status of Observer.  Denmark applied 
for and was granted the status of ESS ERIC ‘Guest country’.  The ‘Guest country’ status was 
established by agreement of the General Assembly to enable countries to participate in a round of 
the ESS without playing a formal part in the governance of the ESS ERIC.  

Members: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czechia, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary,  
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia,  
Sweden, UK (Host Country)

Observers: Switzerland

Guest: Denmark

Each participating country assigns a named National Representative to ESS ERIC General Assembly.  
(The National Representatives of Observers and Guest countries do not have voting rights.)  
 The listing of National Representatives at 31 May 2017 is presented in Annex 1.    
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The Committees of the ESS ERIC General Assembly include:

• the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB)

• the Methods Advisory Board (MAB)

• the Research Ethics Board (REB)   

• the Financial Committee (FINCOM)

• the Membership Development Advisory Committee (MCAD)

The ESS ERIC Director, Professor Rory Fitzgerald, is the Chief Executive Officer, Chief Scientific 
Officer and legal representative of the ESS ERIC.  His Core Scientific Team includes GESIS 
(Germany), The Netherlands Institute for Social Research/SCP (The Netherlands), KU Leuven 
(Belgium), University Pompeu Fabra (Spain), Norwegian Centre for Research Data/NSD (Norway), 
the University of Essex and University of Ljubljana (Slovenia).  There are four Deputy Directors of 
the ESSS ERIC:

There are four Deputy Directors of the ESS ERIC:

• Deputy Director:  
Dr Eric Harrison, ESS ERIC Headquarters (.5), Dr Sarah Butt, ESS ERIC Headquarters (.5)

• Deputy Director Scientific: Dr Angelika Scheuer, GESIS

• Deputy Director Methodological: Dr Ineke Stoop, SCP

• Deputy Director Strategic: Bjørn Henrichsen, NSD

Working collaboratively, the ESS ERIC HQ and the CST Institutions develop and, further to General 
Assembly approval, implement the ESS ERIC Work Programmes.  

The ESS ERIC Director’s Committee, the National Coordinators’ Forum, was periodically convened, 
allowing the 23 National Coordinators from each of the ESS participating countries to share 
learning and best practice. 

This Annual Activity Report covers the first period of ESS ERIC operations under Work Programme 
2017-2019, relating to 01 June 2017 to 31 May 2018.
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2. Scientific Activities
The aim of the ESS ERIC is to chart social change and stability in social structure, conditions and 
attitudes in Europe and to interpret how Europe’s social, political and moral fabric is changing.  
This is achieved through the fielding of a functionally equivalent face-to-face general population 
survey across 25+ plus European countries every two years.  

The primary focus of the ESS ERIC Work Programme 2017-2019 is on Round 9 of the European 
Social Survey, which enters the field in September 2018.   The first year period of this biennial 
workprogramme, 01 June 2017 to 31 May 2018, covers preparations for ESS Round 9 including 
finalising the survey questionnaire and fieldwork preparations, that is, activities related to 
sampling, translation and fieldwork planning.  The period also covers the end of the survey 
lifecycle for ESS Round 8 (data deposit, processing and publication).  

Figure 1 (below) provides a diagrammatic overview of the entire survey process over the biennial 
period for each round.  Dates are given for activities as they pertain to ESS Round 9.   Data 
processing activities for Round 8 were carried out to the same schedule but in 2016-2017 rather 
than 2018-2019. 

• Interviews must be conducted by Computer Assisted Interviewing (CAPI) only; Paper and Pencil 
Interviewing (PAPI) is no longer allowed. Comparisons have shown that CAPI interviewing 
results in a more standardised interview process, as evidenced by lower interviewer effects, 
lower item nonresponse, and higher data quality. In addition, using CAPI makes it easier to 
monitor the flow of the interview and allows collection of paradata, or process data, such as 
time stamps that allow analysing and optimising the interviewing process. 

• Fieldwork progress updates will have to be provided to the CST at least weekly. In addition, 
fieldwork progress information will need to be provided at a case level rather than at an 
aggregate level, using a pre-defined standard template and a new electronic Fieldwork 
Management System. This will facilitate more timely and detailed monitoring that will allow for 
a more harmonised monitoring of fieldwork across the different ESS countries and, if necessary, 
adaptions of the fieldwork design and strategies

• The original supplementary questionnaire is now a part of the main questionnaire and 
administered in the same mode, i.e. face to face.  This improves consistency across the two 
parts. The test questions are incorporated earlier in the questionnaire to allow a fully crossed 
three group design to be implemented eliminating order potential order effects in these 
experiments compared to the past (where the first items asked were asked to all respondents 
in the same format). 

• The introduction of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in May 2018 has 
necessitated some changes to procedures, including the signing of data processing agreements 
between the Data Controller (ESS ERIC) and national data processors (the National Coordinators 
and/or the fieldwork agencies, as appropriate).  It also included the production of a standard 
respondent information sheet for communication to all potential survey respondents.
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• The procedures for back-checking interviews has been reviewed and refined to focus on 
checking completed interviews and ineligibles only (not refusals or non-contacts) as evidence 
suggests this is where the procedure is more effective in identifying potential errors. 

• Countries will no longer be required to collect information on media context via media 
claims analysis.   The low use of the media context data by data users and its methodological 
limitations do not justify the efforts taken to collect it. Possible alternative approaches to 
collecting media context information in the future may be considered. 

Figure 1 - Overview of the survey lifecycle of the ESS 2017-2019

There are three broad areas of activity led and coordinated by ESS ERIC in each survey round.

• Questionnaire design and translation (see Fig 2 and Fig 4)

• Sampling and fieldwork (see Fig 3)

• Data curation and preparation (see Fig 5)

The activities undertaken in the June 2017-May 2018 period in relation to each of these 
categories of activity are described below.  At all stages, the Core Scientific Team (CST) work 
closely with National Coordinators (NCs) to ensure that the way the survey is implemented in 
each country adheres as closely as possible to the ESS Specification.   A list of the activities for 
Round 9 involving NCs is shown in Table 2.1.

Every country participating in Round 9 has been assigned a CST ‘country contact’ whose task is to 
monitor fieldwork preparations in the countries assigned to them and complete a ‘country profile’ 
for each country at the end of the round to facilitate a timely quality assessment.  

13
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The ESS ERIC Intranet facility for NCs, overseen by NSD and integrated within the main ESS 
website (www.europeansocialsurvey.org), contains all standards, specifications and guidance 
documents required for ESS preparations.  The ESS Round 9 Intranet was launched in March 2018.   
A list of the guidance documents to be prepared and released for Round 9 is given in Table 2.2. 

The period 2017-2018 saw three meetings of the CST and two meeting of the NC Forum which 
NCs from all participating countries are invited to attend.  The CST met in June 2017 (Bergen), 
September 2017 (London) and January 2018 (London).  The NC Forum met in November 2017 
(Mannheim) and April 2018 (Paris).

2.1. Questionnaire design and translation 

The period June 2017 to March 2018 saw intensive work on developing and finalising the Round 
9 questionnaire, including the two rotating modules selected by the ESS ERIC Scientific Advisory 
Board in July 2016.   The two rotating modules for ESS Round 9 are a repeat of the Round 3 
module on the Timing of Life (Questionnaire Design Team led by Prof. Francesco Billari, Bocconi 
University) and a new module on Justice and Fairness (Questionnaire Design Team led by Prof. 
Stefan Liebig, Bielefeld University). 

Pre-testing of the Round 9 questionnaire was undertaken in June-July 2017.  Cognitive interviewing 
took place in five countries (UK, Belgium, Germany, Hungary and Poland). Questions were also 
tested on the ESS follow-up web panel survey which was conducted as part of the H2020 SERISS 
project (www.seriss.eu) with panelists recruited from respondents to the ESS Round 8 face to face 
interview in the UK, Estonia and Slovenia.  A revised version of the questionnaire was then piloted 
in November 2017 with 300 respondents in two countries: UK and Slovakia.  Advance translation 
of the questionnaire was also undertaken in several additional countries to test for any translation 
issues.  Learning from the pilot fed into final changes to the questionnaire.   The Round 9 Source 
Questionnaire was issued to participating countries at the end of March 2018.

Once the source questionnaire is issued, countries undertake translation activities following the 
TRAPD process (Translation, Review, Adjudication, Pre-testing and Documentation) to ensure 
the functional equivalence of the questionnaires fielded in each country (see Figure 4). The 
translation process is overseen by GESIS.  Updated guidelines to support the translation process 
were issued. A specialist translation agency, cApStAan were appointed to verify new questionnaire 
items from the rotating modules in the target languages.  One translation innovation in Round 9 
was the production of a Russian Master Translation (overseen by the Russian NC team).  This will 
provide ESS countries with a Russian version of the questionnaire, a second independent reliable 
translation against which to review national translations. 

Another innovation for Round 9 is the roll out of the Translation Management Tool (TMT). The 
TMT, originally developed for use by the Survey of Health Ageing and Retirement in Europe 
(SHARE), was adapted for ESS as part of the SERISS project.  The TMT provides an interactive 
online platform which the multiple actors involved in the ESS translation process can use to keep 
track of and contribute to the final translation process.  The tool, and a training manual, was 
made available from April 2018 on a voluntary basis to 12 countries opting to use it in Round 9.  
The tool will be evaluated prior to potential further roll out in Round 10.
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A number of questionnaire consultations, overseen by ESS HQ and NSD, were launched from April 
2018 to agree with NCs country-specific showcards for questionnaire items on religion, education, 
income, ancestry and partnership status. 

To ensure that ESS continues to be world-leading in standards for cross-national questionnaire 
design, UPF continued their programme of work on question quality.  In this period they 
designed a series of Multi-Trait Multi-Method (MTMM) experiments for inclusion in the Round 9 
questionnaire.  

Figure 2 - Source questionnaire Development and Pre-testing
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2.2 Sampling and Fieldwork   

Sampling and Weighting Expert Panel:  Following a competitive tender exercise, a new Sampling 
and Weighting Expert Panel was appointed from June 2017, led by the University of Essex.   

Key activities for the Panel in this period include the production of design and post-stratification 
weights for all countries included in the Round 8 data release.   

The Panel also produced Sampling Guidelines for ESS Round 9 and redesigned the Sample 
Design Summary form used during the process of agreeing sampling designs with countries.   
Each country participating in Round 9 is assigned a dedicated sampling expert to assist them in 
ensuring their sample design, which must be approved by the Panel before the start of fieldwork, 
is in line with the ESS Specification (see Figure 3). A meeting of the Panel took place in February 
2018 to discuss preparations for Round 9 as well as possible future developments in ESS sampling 
and weighting. 

Fieldwork planning:  The CST works closely with NCs in the planning and conduct of fieldwork.  In 
March 2018 an online Fieldwork Questionnaire was released to assist countries in planning their 
fieldwork.  This is discussed with and signed off by members of the central Fieldwork Team before 
the start of fieldwork to ensure compliance with the ESS Specification.  

A key source of information available to assist countries in their preparations for ESS Round 9, 
is the country-specific Quality Reports produced by KU Leuven.  These reports evaluated the 
country’s performance in Round 8 across the survey lifecycle using a set of key quality indicators 
compiled by the CST.  Performance is evaluated relative to the ESS Specification and other ESS 
countries and recommendations for improvements in future rounds are given.  The Round 8 
Quality Reports included a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis 
which was used to prioritise potential actions for each country in Round 9.    The Quality Reports 
were made available for all countries included in the Round 8 1st data release in April 2018 and 
discussed by Country Contacts with NCs. 

A Field Directors’ meeting took place in The Hague in May 2018, providing an opportunity for the 
CST to meet directly with Field Directors in participating countries) and discuss their preparations 
for ESS Round 9.

In an effort to improve the timeliness and effectiveness of fieldwork monitoring across 
participating countries, and in response to recommendations from the MAB, ESS in Round 9 
adopted a new Fieldwork Monitoring System (FMS) developed for ESS as part of the SERISS 
project (EU HORIZON 2020, GA 654221).  Countries are required to upload case level monitoring 
data using a pre-specified template to an online portal on a weekly basis.   The FMS then provides 
all ESS stakeholders (survey agencies, NCs and the central fieldwork team) with access to regularly 
updated, shared data on fieldwork progress in a standardised format.  This includes a set of pre-
defined summary indicators (number of completed interviews, number of interviewers active 
in the field, cases where contact has been attempted etc.) against which to monitor progress 
consistently across countries.  The tool was tested as part of the Round 9 Pilot in November 2017 
and will be rolled out for mainstage fieldwork.  In addition, four countries are trialling the use 
of the FMS mobile app to collect contact data and transfer this information directly to the FMS 
central monitoring database in “real time”.
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Figure 3 - Sampling and Fieldwork

Figure 4 - Producing Country Questionnaires: Translation, External Assessment, Harmonisation of formal 
characteristics of the questions and Pre-testing
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2.3 Data Preparation, Processing and Archiving  

Curation and archiving constitute distinct areas of activity which are ongoing over the survey biennial 
period. Key tasks in this period included reception of data and metadata from participating countries for 
the Round 8 data release.  The first release of the main data and documentation took place in October 
2017, followed by release of data from the Contact Forms and MTMM experiments in November. The 
second data release for Round 8 took place in May 2018. These releases constituted major updates 
of the Data and Documentation sections of the ESS website.  Data files are available in three different 
formats (SPSS, SAS and STATA).

In addition, the long term curation activities relating to the cumulative datasets were ongoing and 
announcements of releases communicated to the ESS data user community. 

Figure 5 presents an overview of data preparation, processing and archiving activities. The period 2016-
17 saw completion of the final stages of this process.  

Figure 5 – Data Preparation, Processing and Archiving

2.4 Looking ahead to Round 10   

Although the majority of preparations for ESS Round 10 will be undertaken in the 2019-2021 Work 
Programme (with questionnaire development getting underway from September 2018) some initial 
activities have already taken place.  

This includes: 

• The launch of the competition to select the two rotating modules for Round 10. The Scientific 
Advisory Board has delegated authority from the ESS ERIC General Assembly to select the rotating 
modules. A short list of potential Question Design Teams was selected in January 2018 following 
submission of initial proposals.  The second stage of the competition closed in May 2018 with the final 
selection made in June 2018.

• The start of work to review the ESS Core Questionnaire. Whilst a key purpose of the core is to provide 
continuity across rounds, the questionnaire should evolve to ensure the survey remains fit for 
purpose, i.e. it measures relevant concepts in a valid way.   An expert sub-group comprising members 
of the CST and SAB has been convened to review the content of the questionnaire ahead of Round 10.   
Some initial consultation with academic subject experts has been conducted.  Further consultation 
with NCs and data users will follow.

In cross-national studies such as the ESS, interpreting findings based on attitudinal questions can be 
hazardous in the absence of information about context - whether certain national or international events 
had a different impact in some countries than others, thus accounting for differences in response to 
certain questions.  In previous rounds, contextual information has been manually coded by NCs through 
event reporting (Rounds 1-5) or media claims analysis (Rounds 6-8).  However, this is both demanding for 
NCs and subject to methodological limitations.   An independent study was commissioned in the period 
2017-18 to consider possible alternative approaches to collecting data on media context in the ESS.  The 
study was conducted by an independent team at GESIS, reporting in June 2018.  The team considered 
several potential tools for (semi-) automatic coding of media context to replace manual coding, including 
the use of topic modelling to facilitate a systematic search and coding of media events.   However, 
following consultation with the SAB and MAB, it was concluded that the current state of readiness of the 
available tools is not sufficient to justify the ESS investing in them at this point in time. ESS will, however, 
continue to monitor developments in the field for future rounds.
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Document name Round 9 Publication date (2018)

Sampling Guidelines January 

Guidelines for enhancing response rates and minimising 
nonresponse bias

January

Guidelines on fieldwork progress reporting (April)

Fieldwork questionnaire (FWQ) March

Source Questionnaire and showcards March (end)

Translation Guidelines  
Translation Quality Checklist 

January

SQP Coding Guidelines and SQP User Manual April

Pre-testing Guidelines April

(Translation and) Verification Follow-up Form (T)VFF 
Verification Instructions

April

Example Contact Form April

NC Manual (including Interviewer Briefings) May

Fieldwork Projections Template June

ESS Data Protocol and dictionaries June

National Technical Summary & appendices September

Source: ESS Round 9 Specification, 2017

Note that the timing for translation, translation verification, SQP coding, country pre-testing of translations, interviewer briefing, 
fieldwork, etc. will vary depending on individual country timetables. Source: ESS Round 9 Specification, 2017 
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Table 2.1 ESS Round 9 Project Timetable (May 2017-October 2019)  Table 2.2  Key guidance documents released for Round 9
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Month/Date Action

May ‘17 ESS ERIC Round 9 Specifications issued to General Assembly (Members, Observers 
and Guests), NCs and Survey agencies 

May-Dec ‘17 ESS Round 9 pre-testing of questions for items from rotating modules in the main 
questionnaire – including quantitative testing (organised by ESS ERIC HQ) and 
cognitive interviewing (in a small number of selected countries)

Sep ‘17-March ‘18 Appointment of NCs and Survey Agencies

Nov ‘17 Advance Translation (a small number of selected countries) (rotating modules) 
Pilot Fieldwork (2 countries) (rotating modules)

Feb ‘18 Penultimate draft main questionnaire sent to NCs for comment; NCs asked to 
highlight possible translation problems

Feb-June ‘18 Sample design plans discussed between NCs and assigned sample panel member 
& signed off by the Sampling and Weighting Expert Panel (SWEP)

March 2018 ESS Round 9 NC Intranet area opens for NCs

ESS Round 9 Source Questionnaires distributed

April-Aug ‘18 Question adaptation and consultations with CST

April-Aug ‘18 Translation, Team review and adjudication, External assessment (Verification), 
Harmonisation of formal characteristics of the questions using SQP Coding, and 
national pre-tests

June ‘18 ESS Round 9 2018 Data Protocol and dictionaries distributed

July ‘18 Fieldwork projections to be sent to the Fieldwork Team

August ‘18 Interviewer Briefings

September 2018 National Technical Summary (NTS) made available

ESS Round 9 Fieldwork starts

September-December 2018 Monitor fieldwork 
Send weekly fieldwork progress information to the Fieldwork Team

31st December 2018 ESS Round 9 Fieldwork ends

28th February 2019 Data delivery to the ESS archive

March-October 2019 Data processing and Archiving 
Preparation of Sample design data file (SDDF)

October 2019 1st data release expected
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3. ESS ERIC Dissemination
The ESS ERIC is committed to wide dissemination of its results and there is a dedicated strand of 
activity on science communication and monitoring in the Work Programme 2017-2019.

3.1 ESS Policy Initiatives

ESS ERIC routinely responds to information requests from the European Strategy Forum for 
Research Infrastructures (ESFRI), the European Commission and other stakeholders.  In this 
period,  ESS ERIC responded to questionnaires on international activity for the OECD. The ESS ERIC 
Director engaged with the relevant UK Government Departments to provide briefing materials as 
part of the UK preparations for the research landscape post-BREXIT.

3.2 ESS ERIC Events

Supported by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under 
grant agreement No 676166 (ESS-SUSTAIN), the ESS ERIC implemented a number of dissemination 
activities in the first year of the Work Programme 2017-2019 (see Table 3.1 ESS ERIC Events).
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Date Location Details
15/06/17 University of Bologna 5th Italian Conference on Survey Methodology (ITACOSM 2017): 

invited session: Pursing quality and comparability in cross-national 
surveys, organised by ESS ERIC CST, with presentations by ESS 
researchers on the assessment of socio-demographic sample 
composition in the European Social Survey and on registered users 
and their methodological output.

19/06/17 European Parliament, Brussels Attitudes towards immigration in Europe: myths and realities, 
hosted by Jean Lambert MEP in partnership with Migration Policy 
Group (MPG) brought together 35 academics, researchers and 
attendees.

17-21/07/17 European Social Research Association 
Conference, Lisbon

An overview of ESS data was presented as part of a session 
attended by 20 people on open access data. The ESS also engaged 
with over 150 participants through an exhibition stand where ESS 
materials were available throughout the conference.

05/09/17 University of Belgrade Around 50 participants took part in an event to discuss Serbia’s 
involvement in ESS Round 9 (2018/19). It is the first time that the 
country has been involved in ESS ERIC.

25-26/09/17 HiNews event, Paris The ESS presented at an event that was hosted by external 
members of the Questionnaire Design Team (QDT) who fielded the 
Round 7 (2014/15) rotating module, Social inequalities in health. 25 
people attended the event.

09/11/17 Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic 
Research

A workshop was held under ESS-SUSTAIN to encourage key contacts 
in Luxembourg to consider re-joining the ESS. Around 20 people 
were in attendance.

16/11/17 Houses of Westminster, London The future of welfare: basic income? An event based on one item 
on universal basic income – included in Round 8 (2016/17) of the 
ESS for the first time – was hosted in Portcullis House. Organised 
with Ronnie Cowan MP, the event was part of the UK funder’s 
annual festival. 50 people attended the event.

21/11/17 City, University of London A demonstration of using ESS data was given to journalism Masters’ 
students undertaking a data module. Over 100 students were in 
attendance.

30/11/17 Estonian Parliament Building, Tallinn The ESS Deputy Director presented at the European Baltic Network 
for Social Policy Analysis event in Estonia.

08/12/17 University of Liège, Belgium A selection of ESS publications were made available through the 
Belgian National Coordinator at a social sciences event.

15-16/01/18 OECD, Paris The ESS Deputy Director, Methodological, sat on a panel at the 
International Forum on Migration Statistics in January.

24-25/01/18 The Foundation for Religious Sciences John 
XXIII, Bologna

The ESS Director presented at a conference - Stay tuned to the 
future - an international conference on the impact of research 
infrastructures for social sciences and humanities.

13/02/18 OECD, Paris The ESS Director introduced some background and results from the 
ESS at an event in Paris: Learning from data.

15/02/18 University of Latvia 10-15 participants took part in an event to discuss Latvia’s 
involvement in ESS Round 9 (2018/19). 

28/03/18 Thon Hotel EU, Brussels An event was held in Brussels - Informing immigration policy using 
the European Social Survey. 25 people attended the event including 
representatives of DG EAG.

12/04/18 City, University of London An overview of the ESS was delivered to up to 100 students 
studying on the Q-Step programme.

20/04/18 Sciences Po, Paris Following the 10th National Coordinators Forum in Paris, an ESS 
Data Workshop was held. With five presenters, the event was 
attended by 20 people.

27-28/04/18 University of Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina ESS Ambassador, Peter Farago, presented at a conference attended 
by 200 registered participants. Additionally, the ESS publication - 
Exploring Public Attitudes, Informing Public Policy (2) was translated 
into Bosnian. All activities were funded by ESS-SUSTAIN.

17/05/18 GAP Institute for Advanced Studies, Priština An event was held in Priština to promote the ESS amongst 
academics in Kosovo. This was funded under the ESS-SUSTAIN grant. 
20 people attended the event.

Table 3.1  Selected ESS ERIC Events
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3.3 ESS-SUSTAIN Activities

The bulk of media and communications activity is supported by a H2020 project – ESS 
SUSTAINABILITY (ESS SUSTAIN, GA 676166). There are five main strands including:

- Academic publishing workshops

- Evaluation of ESS impact 

- Translations of ESS materials

- Regional and national committees.

Academic Publishing Workshops

Part of Work Package 3 of the ESS SUSTAIN work programme included provision for external 
researchers to apply for funding to coordinate academic publishing workshops. Three funded 
workshops were held in the period.

Household division among couples in Europe (2 June 2017) was organised by Ivett Szalma and 
Michael Ochsner (FORS - Swiss Centre of Expertise in the Social Sciences). Alongside five other 
academics, they plan to submit their work for publication in a special issue of European Societies.

A second workshop was held on 18-19 January 2018: Going beyond the country: Exploring sub-
national effects on socio-demographic phenomena with European Social Survey data. Organised 
by Agnese Vitali (Centre for Population Change, CPC) and Bruno Arpino (Universitat Pompeu Fabra, 
UPF), the group of researchers plan to publish a special issue in a population peer-reviewed journal.

Bart Meuleman and Wim van Oorschot (Centre for Sociological Research, KU Leuven) organised the 
third workshop: Welfare attitudes in a changing Europe: Solidarities under pressure. 19 researchers 
attended the initial meeting on 23-24 January 2018 and 25 contributors are expected to submit a 
chapter to be included in an edited volume.

Impact Study

Funded by the ESS-SUSTAIN project, Technopolis Group (UK) were tasked with undertaking an ESS 
ERIC Impact Study in June 2016.

Published in September 2017, the report assessed the academic, non-academic and teaching 
impact that has been achieved through the ESS. It also considered how these were achieved, what 
constitutes best practice and made recommendations to ensure the project’s long-term future.

In undertaking the study, Technopolis examined academic resources, sought out examples of non-
academic use of our data, interviewed stakeholders and carried out an online survey of data users.

The report found that the ESS continues to be highly regarded amongst international values and 
attitudes surveys, offering extremely high quality data that is a critical academic resource for 
researchers across the social sciences.

It also found that ESS data is notable as a teaching resource, particularly within materials developed 
for use by students who are learning about survey methodology and quantitative data analysis.
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The impact study also found evidence of non-academic impact. Across member countries, many cases where 
ESS data was used in many different policy and practice contexts was found. This has helped to influence 
policy decisions and inform public and political debates.

Translations

Under ESS-SUSTAIN, the ESS has embarked on translating at least one publication into the language(s) of the 
36 countries who have participated in at least one round of the survey.

28 translated versions of Topline Findings publications have now been completed:

1. Trust in Justice (Croatian)

3. Welfare Attitudes in Europe (Croatian, Cypriot Greek and Ukrainian)

4. Europeans’ Understandings and Evaluations of Democracy (Albanian, Bulgarian, Italian, Lithuanian and Slovak)

5. Europeans’ Personal and Social Wellbeing (Albanian, Lithuanian, Russian, Slovak and Slovene)

6. Social Inequalities in Health and their Determinants (Danish, French, German, Irish Gaelic, Romanian, 
Slovene and Spanish)

7. Attitudes towards Immigration and their Antecedents (Georgian, German, Hebrew, Norwegian, Slovene 
and Spanish)

Additionally, three language version of the ESS publication – Exploring public attitudes, informing public 
policy: Key findings from the first five rounds of the ESS – have been published. These were produced in 
Bosnian, Latvian and Luxembourgish.

A translated version of an ESS publication has therefore been translated in 23 countries, including two 
countries – Bosnia and Georgia – who have not yet participated in the survey. 

The ESS Prospectus – first published in English during 2017 – has now been published in Bulgarian and 
French. Progress is being made on producing versions in Croatian, Greek, Russian, Serbian and Ukrainian.

National / Regional Committees

Whilst no formal event was held in the period, the 2nd ESS Visegrad Regional Network Conference is due to 
take place at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Budapest on 7-8 June 2018. This is the latest event that 
brings academics, researchers and the media from across the region together to present their analysis of ESS 
data. The event will focus on ‘Central-East European societies on the map of Europe’.

The Spanish National Committee formed under ESS-SUSTAIN aimed to improve the visibility of ESS data in 
Spain, with the long-term ambition of Spain becoming a member of ESS ERIC. The Committee brings together 
social science academics from across the country as advocates of the infrastructure.

The Committee has decided to host an event in September 2018 aimed at improving the number of 
registered data users in the country. This includes provision to translate the ESS data labels into Spanish; 
award a prize to the best young researcher; offer young researchers costs for accommodation and travel and 
showcase analyses of ESS data in their native language.
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3.4 4th International ESS Conference

Preparations are underway for the 4th International ESS Conference – Turbulent times in Europe: 
Instability, insecurity and inequality – that will be held at the University of Mannheim in April 
2019. The conference organising committee is led by ESS colleagues at GESIS - Leibniz Institute for 
the Social Sciences and includes representatives of the ESS ERIC Scientific Advisory Board (SAB), 
the ESS ERIC Methods Advisory Board (MAB) and ESS ERIC HQ based at City, University of London.

The call for sessions was announced on 29 March 2018 and closed on 31 May 2018. 30 session 
proposals were subsequently accepted by the organising committee.

3.5 ESS Website

The first edition of data and documentation for ESS round 8 was released on Tuesday 31 October. 
It included survey data for 18 of the 23 countries who participated in the eighth iteration of 
the survey. The full dataset for all 23 countries was published on 30 May 2018. In total over the 
period, 10 data alerts were published on the ESS website:

• 26/06/17 ESS Multilevel Data updated

• 07/08/17 ESS7 Error in Design and Post-stratification weights for Spain (Update)

• 31/10/17 ESS8 First release (edition 1.0)

• 07/11/17 ESS8 First edition (1.0) of test data

• 30/11/17 ESS8 Contact form data release

• 15/12/17 ESS8 Second edition (2.0) of Contact form data

• 24/01/18 ESS8 Error in INWMMS and INWYYS for Netherlands

• 12/02/18 ESS7 Error in INWMME and INWYYE for Netherlands

• 09/04/18 ESS8 Swedish data removed

• 30/05/18 ESS8 Second release (edition 2.0)

Over the period, 22 news articles were published on the ESS website, listed below. Additionally, 
seven blog posts – mainly authored by external academics – were also posted. 

- 13/06/17 Round 9 Survey Specification published

- 22/06/17 Immigration event held in European Parliament

- 04/07/17 Multilevel Data updated

- 14/07/17 Looking ahead to ESRA 2017

- 30/08/17 Pre-announcement: Call for Question Design Teams

- 22/09/17 October General Assembly meeting

- 25/09/17 Global Links workshop  (part of ESS SUSTAIN Project)
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- 03/10/17 Invitation to tender: Report on measuring the media

- 05/10/17 Call for Round 10 Question Module Design Teams

- 25/10/17 The future of welfare: Basic income?

- 31/10/17 Round 8 data now available

- 27/11/17 European Social Survey has high impact

- 19/01/18 Call for Ethics Committee members

- 29/01/18 Upcoming General Assembly meeting

- 01/02/18 European Social Survey part of new project

- 05/03/18 First Spanish Congress announced

- 29/03/18 Details of ESS conference announced

- 09/04/18 Sir Roger Jowell Memorial Lecture 2018

- 23/04/18 Strengthening links between the ESS and Australia

- 30/04/18 General Assembly meeting in May

- 16/05/18 CROss-National Online Survey Panel data now available

- 30/05/18 Round 8: second edition of data released

In terms of visitors to the ESS website, this has steadily increased over the period from 01 June 2017 – 31 
May 2018, compared with the same period in the previous year. There were 156,223 users who visited the 
website over the period (+14.72%), accounting for 312,940 sessions (+17.34%). This accounted for 1.477m 
page views (+18.71%) or 4.72 pages per session (+1.16%).

3.6 Media Coverage and Social Media

Over the period, 01 June 2017 – 31 May 2018, a total of 1,397 printed and online news articles, broadcast 
media and blog posts (academic and non-academic) were published that made reference to the ESS or ESS 
data directly. This does not include media articles about ESS data that did not reference the ESS directly. The 
total is higher than the 1,220 articles monitored over the previous year (01 June 2016 – 31 May 2017).

The ESS has continued to grow its reach across social media channels. As at 31 May 2018, the ESS Facebook 
page has 556 followers and 514 page likes (the Facebook presence was launched in March 2017); the ESS 
LinkedIn page has 269 followers; and the ESS Twitter account has 5,034 followers. Posts added to Facebook 
tend to receive around 300 views on average; posts on LinkedIn average around 200 views; whilst updates 
posted to Twitter receive 3,000 impressions on average1

1 Facebook and LinkedIn analytics refer to the number of times that the ESS post is actually seen on the timelines of followers or other 

users; Twitter analytics refer to the number of times that the ESS post appears on the timelines of followers or other users (these users 

have not necessarily seen the post).



3.7 Data Users

Data user statistics

AAs at 31 May 2018, there were 123,800 registered users of the ESS website and 88,619 data 
downloaders.  The users include academics, government and non-governmental organisations, 
think tanks, journalists, students and private individuals. 

The ESS User Statistics documents the usage of ESS data from the launch of ESS Round 1 in 2002 to 
date.  Two groups of users are reported:

“Registered users” – registered at the ESS website and thereby eligible for using ESS data

“ESS data downloaders” – registered users who have actually downloaded ESS data at least once

The ESS User Statistics reports, available publicly on the ESS website and updated monthly, include 
tables showing numbers of registered users and ESS data downloaders by country, user type 
(faculty members, students etc.) and data type (ESS round, cumulative data and multilevel data) – 
see http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/about/user_statistics.html

Table 3.1 presents the data user numbers and data sessions in the Work Programme period.

28 29

Table 3.2 - Data  users and data sessions (data download and on-line analysis) per month,  
September 2003 - May  2018

Table 3.3  Data users and data sessions (data download and on-line analysis) per month, June 2016 - May 2018
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Source: NSD  29 June 2018

Source: NSD  29 June 2018
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3.8 Use of Results

The ESS website hosts an online ‘ESS Bibliography’ via which researchers register their publications 
using ESS data. This is a valuable resource with search functionality allowing the online browser to 
explore the bibliographic repository for published articles by author, topic and country, for example.

Figure 6 – Publications by type at 31 May 2018 (n=3012)

Figure 7 - Publications by country (as of 31st May 2018, N = 3012)                      

Source NSD, July 2018

Source: NSD, July 2018
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3.9 Google citation research

In addition to the publications recorded by the ESS Archive (Table 3.2, 3.3 and Figure 6, above) a 
parallel exercise exploring Google analytics has been undertaken at University of Ljubljana exploring 
citations.  This exercise considered all relevant (English language) and unique ‘ESS based’ publication 
by a) methodological or b) substantive focus, which include data with at least one ESS item.  Excluded 
are non-English publications, publications with no data usage (e.g item borrowing), secondary data 
usage (citations from primary ESS based publications), non-academic publications, expired links and 
duplicates of journal articles.  The final result of the citation analysis 2003-2017 reports 3,904 relevant 
publications.  Abstracts are subsequently coded allowing details of the precise item use (substantive or 
method to be ascertained.

The analysis also indicated that:

• most publications are in journals (47.3%)

• the majority of publications are in the journal field ‘sociology’ (rather than psychology or 
political science)

• the focus of the articles is mainly on substantive, not methodological topics.
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Publications/type No of registered publications in ESS Bibliography

Journal articles 1548

Book chapters 375

Conference papers 236

Edited volumes 295

Reports, working papers 224

Books 120

Theses, dissertations 90

Other 124

Total 3012
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The following Figures 3.3 and 3.4 indicate the publication growth and the topic focus of publications.

Table 3.4   ESS based publications (2005-2017)

Table 3.5  Substantive focus/topics of publications

Substantive focus of ESS publications

Two topics are coded for each publication, so  Topic 1 + Topic 2 means that in the case of Politics, 
for example, 802 (unique) publications out of 3904 contained the topic of politics, or 20.5%.  

Source:  prepared by B.Malnar, University of Ljubljana, 23 October 2018
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4. Operations of the ESS ERIC
In this period, all Committees of the General Assembly and the Director were in place and 
operational.  

Ongoing efforts to expand the membership base of the ESS ERIC were undertaken. A Membership 
Development Advisory Committee was established and its activities were supported by ESS ERIC 
HQ, with additional resourcing via a H2020 grant for ESS SUSTAIN (GA676166). 

At ESS ERIC Headquarters, based at City, University of London, the necessary arrangements 
relating to the management of the research infrastructure were implemented.   In 2017-2018, this 
included the appointment of a Data Protection Officer in May 2018 to ensure compliance with 
newly introduced requirements under the General Data Protection Regulation.

4.1 Governance Arrangements

The governance of the ESS ERIC is outlined in its Statutes and displayed diagrammatically below. 

Standing Orders are periodically adopted by the General Assembly, as appropriate.  

Figure 4.1 Governance of the ESS ERIC

4.2 Meetings of the ESS ERIC General Assembly, its Committees and the Director’s Committees

The ESS ERIC General Assembly met three times in the period (October 2017 in Frankfurt, February 
2018 and May 2018 in London).  Key decisions, in addition to the business of adopting audit and 
other reports, related to contingency planning for BREXIT and arrangements relating to General Data 
Protection Regulation. 

All of the committees of the General Assembly and of the Director (except the newly convened Research 
Ethics Board) met at least once in 2017-2018.

Sam McGregor resumed the Chair of FINCOM (Finance Committee) after Kirsty Graniger stepped down 
in March 2018.

Members of the GA committees are listed in Annex 2.
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Pub Type 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Total
1 Journal A 35 38 72 77 114 145 168 175 213 208 197 219 225 1886

2 Book 5 2 1 3 2 5 3 3 1 5 6 5 4 45

3 Work P 19 26 31 34 47 33 47 48 36 55 38 29 28 471

4 Conf P 70 25 74 32 97 24 71 27 54 72 72 88 12 718

5 Report 14 13 6 7 14 3 10 6 8 6 6 3 7 103

6 Thesis 1 1 2 3 14 12 9 11 9 11 6 10 14 103

8 Chapter 19 18 44 48 29 45 31 78 52 49 46 59 60 578

Total 163 123 230 204 317 267 339 348 373 406 371 413 350 3904

Topic1 Topic2 T1+T2 %
Politics 528 274 802 20.5

Immigration 377 100 477 12.2

Policies, Welfare 190 199 389 10.0

Work 239 138 377 9.7

Economy 184 165 349 8.9

SWB_QOL 177 141 318 8.1

Social capital 179 133 312 8.0

Inequalities 137 158 295 7.6

Culture, values 162 125 287 7.4

Family 194 70 264 6.8

Health 153 84 237 6.1

Age 87 137 224 5.7

Gender 51 128 179 4.6

Crime 118 43 161 4.1

Education 86 73 159 4.1

Citizenship 102 50 152 3.9

Religion 106 46 152 3.9

Media, ICT 100 27 127 3.3

Nation 64 53 117 3.0

Europe 38 34 72 1.8

Environment 23 35 58 1.5

Transition 10 43 53 1.4

Globalization 8 5 13 0.3

Leisure 4 9 13 0.3

Institutions 1 8 9 0.2

Methods 584 36 620 15.9

Source: B. Malnar, University of Ljubljana, 22 September 2018

Note that the topics table excludes ‘double counts’ - which mostly affects the (still extensive) ‘politics’ topic. Namely, if Topic 1 in a 
publication was ‘political participation’ and Topic 2 ‘political parties’ the publication is now counted only once under the topics of 
‘Politics’, while in previous years the same publication would count twice. Thus the number of ‘politics’ publications was inflated as 
this topic is most likely to contain two of its dimensions in the same article. For all other topics ‘double counts’ were very rare. In 
sum, the 802 ESS publications containing ‘politics’ topic are now unique (no duplicates), and the same is true for all other topics.

ESS ERIC GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ESS ERIC DIRECTOR

CORE SCIENTIFIC TEAM
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD

METHODS ADVISORY BOARD

FINANCIAL COMMITTEE

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

NATIONAL COORDINATORS’ FORUM
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The Director’s committees were also active in this period.  These committees are:

(i) the Core Scientific Team (CST) – the institutions are GESIS, Germany; The Netherlands Institute for Social 
Research/SCP, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain; KU Leuven, Belgium; Norwegian Centre for Research 
Data, NSD/ Norway, University of Ljubljana and the University of Essex.

(ii) the National Coordinators’ Forum – the representative of National Coordinators elected to attend 
General Assembly meetings is Dr Peter Grand, Austria.  The representative of NCs elected to attend 
meetings of the Director’s Core Scientific Team is Professor Mikael Hjerm, Sweden. 

ESS ERIC HQ provided the secretariat for the various meetings, preparing minutes of the meetings and 
background papers, as appropriate. 

Table 4.1 (below) provides an overview of meetings (June 2017 - May 2018). 

Table 4.1 – ESS ERIC Meetings:  June 2017 – May 2018

 June 
2017

Jul 
2017

Aug 
2017

Sep 
2017

Oct 
2017

Nov 
2017

Dec 
2017

Jan 
2018

Feb 
2018

Mar 
2018

Apr 
2018

May 
2018

ESS ERIC General Assembly * * *

GA Committee - Scientific 
Advisory Board (SAB)

* *

GA Committee - Methods 
Advisory Board (MAB)

*

GA Committee - Finance 
Committee (FINCOM)

*

GA Committee - Membership 
Development Advisory 
Committee (MDAC)

*

Director’s Committee - Core 
Scientific Team (CST)

* *

Director’s Committee - National 
Coordinators’ Forum (NC Forum)

* *

4.3 ESS ERIC Deliverables produced in the period December 2017 – May 2018

The ESS ERIC Work Programme has a set of scheduled deliverables which are produced through 
the Work Programme period. All Deliverables have ‘public access’ status, bar FINCOM documents 
and other clearly identified outputs. Table 4.2 lists all Deliverables from Work Programme 2017-
2019.  Deliverables produced in the 2017-2018 period are indicated by bullet point.

Table 4.2 – ESS ERIC Work Programme 2017-2019 – *Deliverables submitted 2017-2018 

Title of Deliverables 

Reports to GA and EC 

Minutes of SAB meeting 1

Minutes of SAB meeting 2

Minutes and meeting papers NCF1

Report of deviations from the sampling specification at Round 8

Sampling guidelines for Round 9 (draft by Dec 2017)

Producing and documenting Round 8 design and weights countries

Report on current issues that may affect ESS sampling

ESS9 Fieldwork Questionnaire

Guidelines on questionnaire consultations for partnership status and ancestry Round 9

Round 9 source questionnaire and showcards

Findings of Round 9 SQP coding

Evaluation of measurement quality and cross-country comparison of 1st complex concept

Evaluation of measurement quality and cross-country comparison of 2nd complex concept

Round 9 Final Translation Guidelines & Translation Checklist

Final Round 9 Verification instructions

Round 9 (T) VFF (translation and verification follow-up form)

Edition 1 of MS data and meta data from ESS 8

Annual activity and status report for the ESS website

ESS annual bibliographic report 2017 with appendices
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Field Directors’ Meeting

A Field Directors’ Meeting took place in May 2018 in The Hague, hosted by CST Institution SCP. 

Membership development

Membership development activities continued in this period, supported by the programme of 
work in the H2020 project ESS SUSTAIN (GA 676166).  Membership development activities includes 
both retention of existing Members and Observers and attempts to secure the participation of 
those other countries which had previously participated in ESS.  A meeting of the Membership 
Development Advisory Committee took in June 2017 and a report was presented to the General 
Assembly in October 2017. 



5. Finances

The arrangements for financing the ESS ERIC central costs are detailed in the ESS ERIC 
Statutes.  ESS ERIC finances are organised in the following way – the individual countries 
(its Members, Observers and Guests) contribute to the central coordinating costs of the 
ESS ERIC.  A condition of membership (and Observer and Guest status) is that countries 
also commit to carrying out the survey ‘at their own expense’ in accordance with the 
specifications for participating countries (ESS ERIC Statutes Article 4.1d(i)).

Country contributions for the period 2017 - 2021 were approved by the General Assembly 
at its meeting of 26 April 2017.  Annex III to the ESS ERIC Statutes presents an overview 
of country contributions 2017-2021 and includes details of the formula applied in the 
calculation of individual country contributions in the Explanatory Note to Annex.

Table 5.1 – Country contributions to central costs of ESS ERIC (01 Jun 2017-31 May 2018)

United Kingdom 764909

Austria 61447

Belgium 69831

Cyrpus 21855

Czechia 41033

Denmark 51787

Estonia 21855

Finland 46509

France 278671

Germany 371913

Hungary 21855

Iceland 21855

Ireland 46664

Italy 216120

Latvia 21855

Lithuania 21855

Netherlands 101340

Norway 66671

Poland 71089

Portugal 42712

Slovenia 21855

Sweden 74328

Switzerland 87386

 Total contributions 2545395

3736

2 The table presents details of the country contribution for each Member, Observer and Guest country for 2017-2018.     
The total annual contributions for 2017-2018 was €2 545 395. 

Audit Statement

Moore Stephens LLP was re-appointed as the ESS ERIC Auditor further to approval by 
FINCOM. The audit was undertaken in the July –August 2018 period, reporting to the 
FINCOM at its meeting in October 2018.

Independent Auditor’s Report to the General Assembly of European Social Survey European 
Research Infrastructure Consortium

Opinion

“We have audited the financial statements of European Social Survey European Research 
Infrastructure Consortium (the Consortium), which comprise the statement of financial 
position as at 31 May 2018 and the statement of comprehensive income for the year then 
ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting 
policies. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards, including Section 1A of FRS 102 
“The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland”  
(United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

In our opinion, the financial statements:

• give a true and fair view of the state of the Consortium’s affairs as at 31 May 2018 and of 
its activities for the year then ended; and

• have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice.

Material uncertainty relating to going concern

We draw attention to note 1 in the financial statements, which indicates that the current 
uncertainty around the precise nature of the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the 
European Union presents a material uncertainty to the going concern assumption used by 
ESS ERIC in the presentation of these financial statements.

As stated in note 1, these events and conditions indicate that a material uncertainty exists 
that may cast significant doubt on the Consortium’s ability to continue as a going concern. 
Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter.”  
(ESS ERIC Annual Financial Statements, October 2018)

The audited accounts are presented in Annex 4.
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6. Future activities (01 June 2018 - 31 May 2019)
The third ESS ERIC Work Programme covers the period 01 June 2017 to 31 May 2019.  It, together 
with its associated budget, was approved and adopted by the ESS ERIC General Assembly at its 
9th meeting in April 2017.  This third Work Programme period corresponds to ESS Round 9 and 
includes the commencement of preparations for ESS Round 10.   Future activities include the 
fieldwork for Round 9 that will commence in September 2018.  

Box 2 – EU HORIZON 2020 Projects Coordinated by ESS ERIC

Synergies for Europe’s Research Infrastructure for the Social Sciences - SERISS is 
a four-year project that aims to strengthen and harmonise social science research 
across Europe.  Funded under Horizon 2020, it brings together six key social science 
research infrastructures in the EU:  ESS ERIC, SHARE ERIC, CESSDA ERIC, Gender and 
Generations Project, European Values Survey and WageIndicator Survey.  It will run 
from 01 July 2015 to 31 August 2019.

Focused around three key themes – key challenges facing cross-national data 
collection, breaking down barriers between research infrastructures, and embracing 
the future of social sciences – SERISS will address issues relating to survey design 
and data collection, data management and curation from a collaborative, cross-
national perspective.  The project will better equip Europe’s social science data 
infrastructures to play a major role in addressing the key societal challenges facing 
Europe today and ensure that national and European policymaking is built on a 
solid base of the highest-quality socio-economic evidence.  

See:  www.seriss.eu

ESS SUSTAIN is a 42 month project that seeks to consolidate and extend the 
position of the ESS ERIC as a leading research infrastructure in the European 
Research Area and beyond.  It is a mono-beneficiary project.   It will run from 01 
October 2015 to 31 March 2019.  It aims to increase coverage of the ESS ERIC 
through a range of targeted initiatives.

See www.europeansocialsurvey.org 
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Annex 1. ESS ERIC General Assembly: National Representatives
Members of the ESS ERIC General Assembly are represented by a National Representative.  

The Chair of the General Assembly is Professor Michael Breen, Mary Immaculate College, University 
of Limerick, Ireland.  He was re-elected for a second four-year term in October 2016.

The Deputy Chair is Professor Algis Krupavičius, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania, He was re-
elected for a second four-year term at the 10th meeting of the General Assembly in October 2017.

ESS ERIC General Assembly, National Representatives (as of 31 May 2018)

Observer country, Switzerland was represented by Professor Georg Lutz FORS  
(Swiss Foundation for Research in Social Sciences).

Countries with Guest status include: 
Denmark, represented by Katinka Stenbjoern, Danish Agency for Science and Higher Education.

Austria Matthias Reiter- Pázmándy, Federal Ministry of Education, Science and 
Research

Belgium  Marc Luwel/Bart Dumolyn delegated representative from the Hercules 
Foundation (representing the Flemish community)

Marc Vanholsbeeck, delegated representative from the Ministry of the 
Walloon-Brussels Federation; Aziz Naji, Federal Service Policy Office - BELSPO 
(representing the Federal state) 

Cyprus Christos Aspris, DG for European Programmes, Coordination and 
Development

Czechia Petr Ventluka, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports

Estonia Erle Richmann, Ministry of Social Affairs 

Finland Pāivi Messo, Academy of Finland

France Pascal Buleon, School of Advanced Studies in Social Sciences (EHSS), acting 
in association with the National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) and the 
National Foundation for Political Sciences.  

Represented by Nicolas Dromel, from April 2017

Germany Monika van Ooyen, Federal Ministry of Education and Research, represented 
by Hans Nerlich to October 2017and by Monika Wächter from October 2017

Hungary Fanni Szabó, National Research Development and Innovation Office

Iceland Dr Gudbjorg Andrea Jonsdottir, Social Science Research Institute, University 
of Iceland

Ireland Dr Eucharia Meehan, Irish Research Council (HEA), represented by Dr Helen 
Russell

Italy Professor Stefano Sacchi, INAPP – National Institute for Public Policy Analysis

Latvia Diāna Laipniece, Ministry of Education and Science

Lithuania Professor Algis Krupavičius, delegated representative of the Ministry of 
Education and Science

The Netherlands Joris Voskuilen, Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research  

Norway Dr Ingunn Stangeby, Research Council of Norway

Poland Dariusz Drewniak, Ministry of Science and Higher Education

Portugal Foundation for Science and Technology 

Slovenia Dr Albin Kralj, Ministry of Education, Science and Sport

Sweden Dr Susanna Bylin, Swedish Research Council

UK Kirsty Grainger, Economic and Social Research Council (Host Country) to 
March 2018; Samantha McGregor from March 2018
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Annex 2. Membership of the Committees  
of the General Assembly: 
Scientific Advisory Board, Methods Advisory Board, Research Ethics Board,  
Finance Committee/FINCOM, (2017-2018).

Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) 
The Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) comprises ten members, appointed by the General Assembly 
following nominations from its Members.

• Professor Hajo Boomgaarden, University of Vienna, Austria

• Professor Piet Bracke, University of Ghent, Belgium

• Professor Patrizia Catellani, Catholic University of Milan, Italy

• Professor Terje Andreas Eikemo, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trondheim, Norway

• Professor Max Kaase (formerly Jacobs University, Bremen, Germany)

• Dr. Pedro Magalhães, University of Lisbon, Portugal

• Professor Anu Realo, University of Tartu, Estonia

• Professor Nicolas Sauger, Sciences Po, Paris, France

• Professor Jacqueline Scott, Queens’ College, University of Cambridge, UK

• Professor Christian Staerklé, University of Lausanne, Switzerland

Methods Advisory Board (MAB) 
The Methods Advisory Board (MAB) advises the General Assembly, the Director and the Core Scientific 
Team on technical and methodological aspects of the survey. It comprises six members, appointed by 
the General Assembly following nominations from its Members.

• Professor Annelies Blom, University of Mannheim, Germany

• Professor Mick Couper, ISR Michigan, USA

• Professor Giancarlo Gasperoni, University of Bologna, Italy

• Professor Sylvia Kritzinger, University of Vienna, Austria

• Professor Edith de Leeuw, Utrecht University, Netherlands

• Professor Patrick Sturgis, University of Southampton, UK

Finance Committee (FINCOM) 
The Finance Committee (FINCOM) advises the General Assembly about all matters financial.   
It comprises national representative and external experts.

• Samantha McGregor (to October 2017; from March 2018); Kirsty Grainger, ESRC, UK to March 2018 
[Chair]

• Laurent Pinon, National Representative  (France)

• Eckard Kämper, External Expert

• Dr Ingunn Stangeby, National Representative (Norway)
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ESS ERIC Research Ethics Board  (at 31 May 2018) 
The call for members of the Research Ethics Board was issued in early 2018 and the following 
members were appointed by the Director:

• Professor Nicolas Sauger

• Professor Cristiano Vezzoni

• Professor Edith de Leeuw

• Professor Gert Wagner

• Dr Emily Gilbert

• Julie de Jong 

Membership Development Advisory Committee

• Professor Algis Krupavičius (Chair)

• Hans Nerlich (Germany)

• Michèle Ernst Stāhli  (Switzerland)

• Immaculada Figueroa (Spain)
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Annex 3. Membership of the ESS ERIC Director’s Committees – 
Core Scientific Team and National Coordinators’ Forum

The Director, Professor Rory Fitzgerald, is located at ESS ERIC Headquarters. The host institution is 
City, University of London. He is supported in the design and implementation of the ESS ERIC Work 
Programme by six other institutions that collectively comprise the ESS ERIC Core Scientific Team.

Core Scientific Team (CST)

Members of the CST are:

• Norwegian Centre for Research Data (NSD), Norway 

• GESIS – Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences, Germany

• The Netherlands Institute for Social Research/SCP, Netherlands 

• Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain

• Catholic University of Leuven (KUL Leuven), Belgium 

• University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

• University of Essex, UK

Senior representatives of the CST attend the meetings of the ESS ERIC General Assembly.

National Coordinators’ Forum
The ESS ERIC Director also convenes a National Coordinators’ Forum, attended by National Coordinators 
appointed by ESS ERIC Members and Observers.  The NCF sends a representative to the Core Scientific 
Team meetings and to the General Assembly.  

National Coordinators (ESS ERIC Member and Observer countries and Guests) at 30 March 2017

National Coordinators (Round 9) Members 
Austria Peter Grand
Belgium Bart Meuleman (Flemish), Patrick Italiano (French)
Cyprus Marios Vryonides
Czechia Klára Plecitá
Estonia Mare Ainsaar
Finland Heikki Ervasti
France Anne Cornilleau
Germany Oshrat Hochman
Hungary Bence Ságvári
Iceland Sigrún Ólafsdóttir
Ireland Philip O’Connell
Italy Cristiano Vezzoni
Latvia Jurijs Ņikišins
Lithuania Vaidas Morkevičius
Netherlands Gerbert Kraaykamp
Norway Kristen Ringdal
Poland Paweł Sztabiński
Portugal Alice Ramos
Slovenia Slavko Kurdija
Slovakia Denisa Fedáková
Sweden Mikael Hjerm
UK Alun Humphrey

Observer 
Switzerland Michèle Ernst Stähli

Guests and in attendance at 31 May 2018 (*) 
Bulgaria Lilia Dimova
Denmark Torben Friedberg
Israel Noah Lewin-Epstein
Serbia Dragan Stanojevic
Spain Mónica Mendez Lago
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1 June 2017  
to 31 May 2018 
€

1 June 2016  
to 31 May 2017 
€

Income 3,118,835 2,427,182

Direct costs (3,083,022) (2,390,830)

Gross Surplus 35,813 36,352

Administrative expenses (35,813) (36,352)

Surplus For The Financial Year - -

2018 
€

2017 
€

Current Assets

Debtors 389,502 675,580

Debtors 2,987,314 2,615,453

3,376,816 3,291,033

CREDITORS: amounts falling due
within one year

(3,376,816) (3,291,033)

NET Current Assets - -

NET Assets - -

Reserves

Accumulated surplus - -

Income and expenditure account - -

Total Reserves - -

Annex 4. Audited Accounts  
Auditor: Moore, Stephens, LLP, London, United Kingdom

STATEMENT OF TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MAY 2018

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 31 MAY 2018

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with section 1A of Financial Reporting 
Standard 102 for Small Entities.
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ESS ERIC MEMBERS, OBSERVERS & GUESTS (2017-2018)

ESS Eric Members ESS Eric Observers ESS Eric Guests

Austria Switzerland Denmark

Belgium

Cyprus

Czechia

Estonia

Finland

France  

Germany

Hungary

Iceland

Ireland

Italy

Latvia

Lithuania

The Netherlands

Norway

Poland 

Portugal

Slovenia

Sweden

UK (Host Country)
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Listing as at 31 May 2018



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The European Social Survey is a biennial survey 
of social attitudes and behaviour which has been 
carried out in up to 36 European countries since 
2001. The full dataset contains the results of over 
350,000 completed interviews which are freely 
accessible. All survey and related documentation 
produced by the ESS ERIC is freely available to all.

Find out more about the ESS ERIC and access its data at: www.europeansocialsurvey.org

Published by the European Social Survey ERIC, 
Headquarters c/o City, University of London.

December 2018

Printed by Rapidity

The ESS was awarded European Research 
Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) status in 
2013. 23 countries participate in ESS  
Round 9, at 31 May 2018.

Members:
Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czechia, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary,  
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,  
The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Slovenia, Sweden, UK (Host Country).

Observer: Switzerland.

Guest country: Denmark.

Multi-national advisory groups to the ESS ERIC 
General Assembly are the Methods Advisory 
Board, the Scientific Advisory Board and the 
Research Ethics Board. The ESS ERIC Core 
Scientific Team includes GESIS, Mannheim; 
NSD, Bergen; University Pompeu Fabra, 
Barcelona; The Netherlands Institute for Social 
Research/SCP, The Hague; Catholic University 
of Leuven, Belgium; University of Ljubljana 
and the University of Essex. The National 
Coordinators’ Forum involves ESS NCs from 
participating countries.

Follow the ESS on Twittter: @ESS_Survey

Like the ESS on Facebook: @EuropeanSocialSurvey

Follow the ESS on LinkedIn: @european-social-survey

• Trust in institutions
• Political engagement
• Socio-political values
• Moral and social values
• Social capital
• Social exclusion
• National, ethnic and religious 

identity
• Well-being, health and security
• Demographic composition
• Education and occupation
• Financial circumstances

• Household circumstances
• Attitudes to welfare
• Trust in criminal justice
• Expressions and experiences of 

ageism
• Citizenship, involvement and 

democracy
• Immigration
• Family, work and well-being
• Economic morality
• The organisation of the life-course

ESS topics

About the ESS


