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“The European Social Survey is a great project of 

incredible value. The huge amount of scientific 

data collected on public attitudes and behaviour, 

enabling comparisons across European nations 

and also over time, makes it a very useful tool for 

effective policy-making, including in reducing 

social inequalities in health”

1 The Regulation No 723/2009 provides that
An ERIC shall produce an annual activity report, containing in particular the scientific, operational and financial aspects of its activities. It shall be 
approved by the assembly of members and transmitted to the Commission and relevant public authorities within six months from the end of the 
corresponding financial years. This report shall be made publicly available (Article 17 Reporting and Control). 
This Report was approved at the 11th meeting of the ESS ERIC General Assembly, held on 20 February 2018. It is available on the ESS website 
www.europeansocialsurvey.org
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Professor Michael Breen, Chair, ESS ERIC General Assembly

At a time when public policy needs to be grounded in empirical data more than ever before, 
the European Social Survey provides policy makers, legislators, and citizens with high quality 
data derived from the most rigorous methodological trans-European survey of public attitudes, 
opinions and behaviours. 

The European project, seen in 1945 as an appropriate response to the extremist nationalism 
that engulfed the continent and plunged the world into a global war, has effectively delivered 
peace since its establishment, despite the individual conflicts that have occurred in the 60 
years since the Treaty of Rome.

At the time of writing Europe is again facing a rising tide of nationalist sentiment, albeit on 
a far lesser scale. The decision of the UK to leave the Union also poses its own challenges to 
Europe. The rise of anti-immigration sentiment, in particular, is deeply worrying in the face of 
increasing poverty and desperation for millions of displaced people on this planet.

The European Social Survey, which has now completed its 8th round, provides a wealth of data 
on critical topics. It does so in a fashion that readily facilitates cross-national comparisons, 
allowing for complex analyses that provide insight into both the how and why of particular 
changes across Europe.

In its most recent round, the survey has had two critically important rotating modules. The 
module on Public Attitudes to Climate Change, Energy Security, and Energy Preferences is 
timely and welcome, providing as it does a rich tapestry of climate change and energy usage 
attitudes which will be of immense utility to those charged with dealing with the increasing 
impact of global warming, the need to secure energy supply into the future, and the 
consequences of changes in climate globally.

The second module, Welfare Attitudes in a Changing Europe: Solidarities under Pressure, is a 
repeat of a module previously fielded in 2004. It provides us with a direct measure of changes 
in welfare attitudes across the continent. The topic is a sensitive one, especially as it touches 
on the lives of millions of vulnerable citizens. 

The European project is, at its core, about how Europe can function as a society in which all 
its members can prosper. It is our hope that the data of the European Social Survey, through 
provision of relevant data of the highest quality, can play some role in achieving this noble end.

Michael Breen 
Chair, ESS ERIC

Foreword
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Message from ESS ERIC Director Professor Rory Fitzgerald 

As part of a recent ‘Horizon 2020’ grant* the ESS ERIC commissioned an impact case 
study to examine how the infrastructure has been used to date. The study (Technopolis, 
2017) reported that the ESS has over 115,000 registered users, that over 3,500 academic 
publications have appeared based on ESS data and that tens of thousands of students have 
been taught data analysis using ESS data. The mean normalised citation score for publications 
using the ESS is 1.79 (1.00 would be average) and 22% of publications using the ESS are in the 
top 10% most cited (10% would be the average). 

The study also noted a range of non-academic impacts based in part on ESS data including 
the use of ESS intelligence for policymaking at the Austrian Ministry of Social Affairs, 
increased global cooperation for monitoring health inequalities in Norway and improved 
training of judges and support for reforms of the judiciary in Portugal, to name but a few. 

The Core Scientific Team of the ESS are proud of the reach and impact the ESS has had to date 
and look forward to further servicing social scientists across Europe in future by providing high 
quality comparative data to help address key academic and societal challenges. 

*GA 676166 ESS SUSTAIN

ESS ERIC Headquarters 
c/o City, University of London, UK
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Overview 

01 June 2016 to 31 May 2017

The ESS ERIC Work Programme 2015-2017 was concluded on 31 May 2017.  Key activities in the 
period from 01 June 2016 to 31 May 2017 included ESS Round 8 fieldwork in 24 countries and 
the start of preparations for ESS Round 9.  Numbers participating in the ESS ERIC increased: Italy 
and Hungary joined as Members and a further 5 countries participated in Round 8 with Guest 
status.  Academic usage and non-academic interest continued to increase in this period. 

Highlights include:

Membership and participation: 24 countries participated as Members, Observers and Guest 
countries. Fieldwork in Russia was supported via an ERANet RUSS Plus initiative. Engagement with 
prospective Member and Guest countries was ongoing. The ESS Prospectus, a resource for future 
participants in ESS, was published in March 2017. 

Meetings: The General Assembly met in October 2016 and April 2017. Its Committees, the Scientific 
Advisory Board (SAB), the Methods Advisory Board (MAB) and FINCOM, met throughout the year.  
The Membership Development Advisory Committee continued its activities as did the ESS ERIC 
Research Ethics Committee operating under the auspices of the MAB. The ESS ERIC Director’s 
Committees – the Core Scientific Team (CST) and the National Coordinators’ (NC) Forum met as 
planned.  

ESS Survey Coordination: Round 8 of the ESS was successfully fielded in 25 countries.  Data 
deposit commenced in accordance with the detailed requirements of data curation for the ESS.  
Preparations for Round 9 were underway throughout the year (June 2016-May 2017), with the 
Specifications for ESS ERIC Members and Observers published in May 2017 and contracting for pre-
testing activities initiated. Rotating modules for Round 9 were selected in July 2017.

ESS ERIC Programme of Research: The ongoing programme of research seeks to ensure that the 
ESS is conducted to the highest quality standards and is equipped to face the challenges of the 
future.  The research programme includes research on the impact of a mixed mode administration 
of surveys as well as ongoing analyses oriented to the improvement of survey quality (from 
sampling to interviewer effects).

ESS ERIC Deliverables: This period saw the completion of scheduled Deliverables in the Work 
Programme 2015-2017. 

ESS ERIC Dissemination: In January 2017, there were over 100,000 registered users of the ESS 
website. 

ESS ERIC ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2016-2017
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The Cumulative data file for ESS Rounds 1-7 was released in December 2017.

The ESS findings were disseminated at a number of events, at national – for example, in Bulgaria, 
Romania, Spain and UK – and EU levels, including at European Commission and EU Presidency 
related events.  Topline Results from Round 7 of the ESS were published: Social inequalities 
in health and their determinants (October 2016) and Attitudes towards immigration and their 
antecedents (November 2016).  The Topline Results Social inequalities in health and their 
determinants were launched at a joint ESS ERIC – PROGEDO large infrastructure (France) event 
in Paris, October 2016.  The Topline Reports series allows access by academic, policy and public 
communities to the wealth of ESS data on these topics.  Analysis of the take up of ESS data (2003-
2015) reports a steady growth in the number of relevant methodological or substantive English 
language publications with ESS data usage between 2003 and 2016, reaching 3,554 publications.

The third ESS International Conference – ‘Understanding key challenges for European societies 
in the 21st century’ took place in July 2016, in Lausanne, Switzerland.  It was attended by early 
stage and advanced researchers and policy makers also attended.  Papers presented covered all 
Rounds of the ESS.  ESS ERIC Director, Professor Rory Fitzgerald, gave the plenary session, ‘The 
ESS Infrastructure: Past, Present and Future’. 

ESS ERIC Impact: Capturing the impact of the ESS was ongoing through a H2020 funded ESS 
Impact Study. This study, undertaken by Technopolis, was completed just after the end of the 
Work Programme 2015-2017 period (in summer 2017) and the results, a report and case studies 
made available on the ESS website (www.europeansocialsurvey.org).

ESS ERIC and H2020: ESS ERIC coordinates two significant projects: (i) Synergies for Europe’s 
Research Infrastructures in the Social Sciences (SERISS) and (ii) ESS SUSTAIN. It participated, in 
successful bids as a participant in a policy support action, RISCAPE, and in a research action ECDP.  
RISCAPE commenced in January 2017 and ECDP will commence in January 2018.  

ESS ERIC and ESFRI: ESS ERIC was identified as a ‘Landmark Research Infrastructure’ for inclusion 
in the ESFRI Roadmap 2016.  ESS participated in the pilot evaluation study of landmarks 
undertaken by ESFRI in this period, making a submission to ESFRI in March 2017.

ESS ERIC Work Programme 2017-2019: The Work Programme 2017-2019 was prepared in this 
period and approved by the General Assembly at its meeting on 26 April 2017.  It covers the 
period 01 June 2017 to 31 May 2019.  
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1. Introduction
The European Social Survey ERIC (ESS ERIC) is a research infrastructure of pan-European 
relevance. Its objectives are:

• to chart stability and change in the social structure, conditions and attitudes in Europe and to 
interpret how these changes are affecting Europe’s social, political and moral fabric

• to achieve and spread higher standards of rigour in cross-national social measurement

• to introduce soundly-based indicators of national progress, based on citizens’ perceptions and 
judgements of key aspects of their societies

• to undertake and facilitate the training of European social researchers in comparative 
quantitative measurement and analysis

• to improve the visibility and outreach of data on social change among academics, policy makers 
and the wider public.

The European Social Survey seeks to ensure its results are relevant to academic researchers and 
teachers, policy makers and civil society.  The ESS is fielded every two years and 36 countries have 
participated in at least one round since 2002.  All EU Member States, apart from Malta, have 
participated in the ESS, as have 9 countries from outside the EU (Albania, Kosovo, Iceland, Israel, 
Norway, Russia, Switzerland, Turkey and Ukraine).

The Decision establishing the European Social Survey as European Social Survey ERIC (‘ESS ERIC’), 
published in the Official Journal of the European Union, took effect on 2 December 2013.  The 
European Social Survey became an independent legal entity (ESS ERIC), ‘owned’ by its assembly of 
Members, the ESS ERIC General Assembly.

In the fourth year of ESS ERIC operations (2016-2017), 24 countries participated in its activities. 
17 countries were Members of ESS ERIC; one held the status of Observer.  A further 6 countries 
applied for and were granted the status of ESS ERIC ‘Guest country’.  The ‘Guest country’ status 
was established by agreement of the General Assembly to enable countries to participate in a 
round of the ESS without playing a formal part in the governance of the ESS ERIC.  

Members: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,  
Lithuania, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden, UK (Host Country)

Observers: Switzerland

Guests: Finland, Iceland, Israel, Slovakia, Spain. Russia participated via PAWCER (ERANet).

Each participating country assigns a named National Representative to ESS ERIC General Assembly.  
(The National Representatives of Observers and Guest countries do not have voting rights.)  The 
listing of National Representatives at 31 May 2017 is presented in Annex 1.    
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The Committees of the ESS ERIC General Assembly include:

• the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB)

• the Methods Advisory Board (MAB)

• the Research Ethics Committee (under the auspices of the MAB)  

• the Financial Committee (FINCOM)

• the Membership Development Advisory Committee

The ESS ERIC Director, Professor Rory Fitzgerald, is the Chief Executive and legal representative 
of the ESS ERIC. His Core Scientific Team includes GESIS (Germany), The Netherlands Institute for 
Social Research/SCP (The Netherlands), KU Leuven (Belgium), University Pompeu Fabra (Spain), 
Norwegian Centre for Research Data/NSD (Norway) and University of Ljubljana (Slovenia).  

There are four Deputy Directors of the ESSS ERIC:

• Deputy Director: Dr Eric Harrison, ESS ERIC Headquarters

• Deputy Director Scientific: Dr Angelika Scheuer, GESIS

• Deputy Director Methodological: Dr Ineke Stoop, SCP

• Deputy Director Strategic: Bjørn Henrichsen, NSD

Working collaboratively, the ESS ERIC HQ and the CST Institutions develop and, further to General 
Assembly approval, implement the ESS ERIC Work Programmes.  

The ESS ERIC Director’s Committee, the National Coordinators Forum, was periodically convened, 
allowing the 23 National Coordinators from each of the ESS participating countries to share 
learning and best practice. 

This Annual Activity Report covers the second period of ESS ERIC operations under Work 
Programme 2015-2017, relating to 01 June 2016 to 31 May 2017.   
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2. Scientific Activities
The aim of the ESS ERIC is to chart social change and stability in social structure, conditions and 
attitudes in Europe and to interpret how Europe’s social, political and moral fabric is changing.

The ESS ERIC Work Programme 01 June 2016 – 31 May 2017 covers the biennial period of the 
survey’s Round 7. The activities in the period reported were oriented primarily to Round 8 
preparations, to implementation (fieldwork) and data deposit and curation/processing activities.  
In this period, the preparatory actions relating to Round 9 commenced including the selection of 
the rotating modules for Round 9, questionnaire development and pre-testing activities.

Figure 1 (below) provides a diagrammatic overview of the entire survey process over the biennial 
period for each Round. Key components of the survey life cycle for the second year of Round 8 
activities include (but are not limited to) the following: monitoring the fieldwork activities across 
Europe – relating to translation, verification, survey quality predictor – SQP – coding, contact 
forms and media claims coding, sampling design and progress monitoring.  

Preparatory actions for Round 9 included the selection of the rotating modules by the Scientific 
Advisory Board and the commencement of the question module development; the ESS Round 8 
Specifications for ESS ERIC Member and Observer countries were prepared and issued by the end 
of this period.  

Figure 1 - Overview of the survey lifecycle of the ESS 2015-2017
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There are three broad areas of activity led and coordinated by ESS ERIC in each survey round.

• Questionnaire design and finalisation (see Fig 1, above) including working with countries: 
National Coordinators and teams (see Fig 2)

• Sampling and fieldwork (see Fig 3)

• Data curation and preparation (see Fig 4)

The activities undertaken in the June 2016-May 2017 period in relation to each of these 
categories of activity are described below.  Some actions were ongoing from the December 2013-
May 2014 period.

2.1. Questionnaire design and finalisation and liaison with National Coordination teams

Final amendments to the ESS Round 8 questionnaire were made in a series of alerts during 
the June to August 2015 period and the ESS fieldwork period for Round 8 commenced on 1 
September 2016. CST support to National Coordinators was ongoing over the course of the pre-
field fieldwork (to August 2016); fieldwork (from September 2016) and data deposit (from January 
2017) period.

Core Scientific Team (CST) meetings and coordination, including hosting the National Coordinators’ 
Forum (NC Forum), commenced in this period. There were three CST meetings (June 2016, 
October 2016 in Barcelona and January 2017 in London), and two NC Forum meetings (November 
2016 in Mannheim, March 2017 in Madrid).

CST Country Contacts system established: Every country participating in Round 8 was assigned a 
CST ‘country contact’ whose task was to monitor fieldwork preparations in the countries assigned 
to them and complete a ‘country profile’ for each country at the end of the round to facilitate 
a timely quality assessment. Country contact meetings took place throughout the period and a 
Final Report was produced. This was a novel initiative and was positively assessed; it enables the 
CST country contacts to amass knowledge and expertise about particular countries so that the 
National Coordinators can be supported to realise the Specifications. In future rounds the amount 
of information collated by the country contacts will be reduced and streamlined. 

Support for country preparation and National Coordinator support: This activity includes issuing 
guidelines to the NCs about various elements of the survey. For example, liaison with and 
guidance by the ESS Sampling Expert Panel is required prior to fieldwork. Its activities include 
signing off country sample designs on behalf of the CST.

The CST worked with national teams to ensure that the fieldwork planning complied as far as 
possible with the ESS Specification for Participating Countries. This Specification outlines all of the 
required actions prior to, during and post fieldwork in respect of data deposit.

The ESS ERIC Intranet facility for NCs continued to be operated by NSD and integrated within 
the main ESS website (www.europeansocialsurvey.org). The intranet contains all standards, 
specifications and guidance documents required for ESS Round 8 preparations. These are made 
available by NSD and HQ as soon as they have been finalised.

11

ESS ERIC ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2016-2017 ESS ERIC ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2016-2017



12

Round 8 preparations: In May 2015, the Specifications for ESS Round 8 for ESS ERIC Member and 
Observer countries was produced. This document incorporates lessons learnt from previous rounds 
and adapts its content accordingly.

Questionnaire design and finalisation: In tandem with the liaison activity with national teams, the 
ESS ERIC HQ and CST members coordinate the design and finalisation of the questionnaire. This 
activity was completed prior to fieldwork commencement in September 2016.

Translation: A considerable amount of effort is dedicated to facilitating equivalence of meaning 
through state-of-the-art translation. Ensuring equivalence of meaning across the languages used 
in the participating ESS countries is critical for the ESS and is one of the key hallmarks of its quality.  
The results from two advance translations were prepared by GESIS in November 2015 – these were 
considered alongside the pilot analysis when seeking to finalise the two rotating modules for Round 
7.  A specialist translation agency, cApStAn, was appointed to verify items from the Round 8 rotation 
modules and new core items seeking to assess the versions in the target languages for equivalence 
to the source questionnaire. This work was overseen by GESIS. The guidance documents for the 
translation and verification processes were updated for Round 8.

Survey Quality: The guidance documents for the SQP Coding approach (Survey Quality Predictor) 
were updated for Round 8 and released to NCs. This procedure compares the formal characteristics of 
the questions between the target language and source versions and highlights any discrepancies.

In ESS Round 8, a number of consultation exercises were undertaken on specific questions to ensure 
that national implementation of country specific questions and code frames met the comparative 
aims of the ESS. These consultations took place between NCs and members of the ESS ERIC HQ team.

13
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Month/Date Action
May 2015 ESS ERIC Round 8 Specifications for General Assembly (members, 

observers and guests), NCs and Survey agencies available

May-June 2015 ESS Round 8 pre-testing of questions for items from rotating 
modules in the Source Questionnaire – including omnibus 
testing (organised by ESS ERIC HQ) and cognitive interviewing (in 
a small number of selected countries)

September 2015-March 2016 Appointment of NCs and Survey Agencies

November 2015 Advance Translation (1 country) (rotating modules & new core 
items) 
Pilot Fieldwork (2 countries) (rotating modules & new core 
items)

February 2016 Penultimate draft Source Questionnaire sent to NCs for 
comment; NCs asked to highlight possible translation problems

February-June 2016 Sample design plans discussed between NCs and assigned 
sample panel member & signed off by sampling panel

March 2016 Link to Fieldwork Questionnaire (FWQ) sent to NCs

March-July 2016 FWQ completed by NCs and signed off by ESS Fieldwork 
Questionnaire Team

March 2016 ESS Round 8 NC Intranet area opens for NCs

ESS Round 8 Source Questionnaire distributed

April-September 2016 Question adaptation and consultations with CST start

April-August 2016 Translation, Team review and adjudication, External assessment 
(Verification), Harmonisation of formal characteristics of the 
questions using SQP Coding, and country specific pre-tests (to 
assess translated questionnaires in each country)

June 2016 ESS8 2016 Data Protocol and dictionaries distributed

July 2016 Fieldwork projections to be sent to the CC

August 2016 Interviewer Briefings 
NCs to forward Media Landscape to the CST

September 2016 National Technical Summary (NTS) made available

ESS Round 8 Fieldwork starts

September-December 2016 Monitor fieldwork 
Send weekly reports to the CC (fortnightly is allowed if the 
planned fieldwork takes longer than 10 weeks) 
Collect media claims

31st December 2016 ESS Round 8 Fieldwork ends

28th February 2017 Data delivery to the archive

March-October 2017 Data processing and Archiving b) 
Preparation of Sample design data file (SDDF)

October 2017 1st data release expected

Table 2.1 provides an overview of the key activities undertaken in this period.

Table 2.1 Overview of key activities with national coordination teams (June 2016 – May 2017)

a) Note that the timing for translation, translation verification, SQP coding, country pre-testing of translations, 
interviewer briefing, fieldwork, etc. will vary depending on individual country timetables.

b) The ESS Archive at NSD will check and merge the national datasets into a combined multi- nation dataset that will be 
released publicly as soon as it is signed off by the CST. This initial release may, however, have to exclude any national 
dataset that arrives after the deadline of 28 February 2017, or for which the data and/or technical documentation is 
late or incomplete. A final release will be made after all countries that have met the requirements in section 12 have 
submitted data and documentation.

Source: Specifications for ESS Round 8, 2015 



Source:  Round 8 Specifications, 01 June 2015
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2.2 Sampling and Fieldwork  

Sampling design and Sampling Expert Panel: In this period (July 2016), the sampling designs were 
signed off for Round 8. A Sampling Expert Panel meeting took place in February 2017. Reports on post-
hoc sampling assessments were completed.

Fieldwork planning: The CST worked closely with NCS in the planning and conduct of fieldwork. An 
online tool was set up to assist NCs. A report on planned deviations was produced in early 2017. 

Contact forms: The contact forms and guidelines for collecting observable data were adjusted in this 
period. A document, ‘Checklist and monitoring procedures for interview training and briefing’ was 
prepared to gather information about the content of the interviewer training and briefing sessions, 
enabling an assessment of the quality of training.  

Round 8 Questionnaire: This was made publicly available in January 2017 via the ESS website. The 
Question Design Templates for the two Round 8 rotating modules (‘attitudes to welfare’ and ‘public 
attitudes to climate change, energy security and energy preferences’) were completed, ready for public 
circulation when the first Round 8 data release took place in October 2017.

Figures 2, 3 and 4 present overviews of the processes of questionnaire development, detailing sampling 
activities, fieldwork preparations and the work-flow for translation, verification and SQP coding activities.
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Figure 2 - Source Questionnaire: Development and pre-testing

Figure 3 - Sampling and fieldwork
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Figure 4 - Translation, Verification and SQP Coding

16

2.3 Data Preparation, Processing and Archiving

Curation and archiving constitute discrete areas of activity. Key tasks in this period included 
preparatory activities for the reception of data and metadata from participating countries. The 
ESS Data Protocol with dictionaries was made available to the national teams in July 2014; the 
National Technical Summary form was ready for distribution to national teams by the start of 
fieldwork (September 2014).  

The first data and documentation from Round 7 were received and initial checking and processing 
of the data and metadata commenced in late February/early March 2015. The first data release is 
scheduled to take place in late October 2015 (in the Work Programme 2015-2017 period).

In addition, the long term curation activities relating to the cumulative datasets were ongoing 
and announcements of releases communicated to the ESS data user community. The completion 
of the post-stratification weights for ESS Rounds 1-5 made upgrade releases urgent. In autumn 
2014, media claims data, two editions of contact form data, test data from the supplementary 
questionnaire and sample design data were released in this period.

Figure 5 presents an overview of data preparation, processing and archiving activities by Round.

The activities undertaken as part of the ESS ERIC Work Programme 2013-2015 were largely 
oriented to the fieldwork and data deposit and curation activities for Round 7. Other activities 
also took place and are briefly outlined below.

Programme of mixed mode research: Running concurrently with the preparations for Round 
7, a programme of research on the feasibility of mixed mode research (specifically web and 
face-to-face) was ongoing. Based on work carried out in previous ESS Rounds, a set of criteria 
for assessing whether a switch should be made, were developed by methodological consultant 
Professor Peter Lynn and reviewed by the CST under a FP7 supported project (GA 262208 ESS 
DACE). To evaluate whether it is feasible for the ESS to allow mixed mode data collection, the ESS 
ERIC Work Programme proposed the preparation of a synthesis report on this previous research 
and to liaise with ESS advisory boards in reaching a recommendation. This report reviews and 
summarises findings from ESS research on mixed mode experiments conducted since 2003.  
Findings have been presented at the National Coordinators’ Forum and Methods Advisory Board 
meetings in the work programme period 2014-2015 as well as at the 2015 ESS Conference held 
in Limerick, Ireland. The work has been led by HQ. KUL contributed a report in which key lessons 
were identified, in particular it noted that a 

“balance has to be found between the complexity of the implementation of the fieldwork of a  
mixed-mode survey design together with the effort needed a posteriori to understand and  
disentangle measurement and selection effects and the advantages that mixed mode survey  
have to offer, being cost-savings and higher representativity”.   

Work on the synthesis report will also take place in the next Work Programme period (01 June 
2015- 31 May 2017) with a focus on publishing the results.
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Figure 5 - Data Preparation, Processing and Archiving
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Preparations for ESS Round 9

The Specifications for Round 9 for ESS ERIC Members and Observers were released at the end of 
this reporting period in May 2017 (published 01 June 2017). The ESS Round 9 Call for Question 
Module Design Teams (QDTs) was launched in early 2016, with the modules selected in July 2016 
by the Scientific Advisory Board, the body which has executive responsibility for the selection 
of the rotating modules. The call for Round 9 modules introduced a two-stage call process. The 
selected modules were:

 (i) Justice and Fairness in Europe

 (ii) Timing of life (repeat module, Round 3, 2006/2007)

Details are provided in Box 1 (see below).

Pre-fieldwork tests of the ESS questionnaire: This activity involves the ESS ERIC HQ and some CST 
institutions working with the Question Design Teams (QDT) designing and finalising the rotating 
modules (those selected for ESS Round 8, following open competition, focus on energy use and 
climate change and attitudes to welfare). Preparations for the ESS Round 8 two-nation pilot 
took place in this period, with the tendering exercise scheduled for the early stages of the Work 
Programme 2015 to 2017. 

A tender for the omnibus survey was conducted with a view to completion in early July 2015. The 
cognitive interviews took place in 4 countries (Austria, Norway, Poland, Spain and UK) and the 
translation of items was undertaken in 2 countries (Portugal, Hungary). These translated items 
were included in the omnibus survey which took place between March and May 2015. The final 
reports from these activities are scheduled for the early stages of the next Work Programme 2015-
2017 (July 2015).
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Box 1  Round 9 Rotating Modules 

Justice and Fairness in Europe: Coping with Growing Inequalities and Heterogeneities 

Over the last few decades, European societies have witnessed unprecedented increases in social 
inequalities. European welfare models, faced with more flexible labor markets, more open trade, 
skill-biased technological changes, and major socioeconomic structural changes, have been unable to 
prevent such increases. These structural developments challenge not only the established strategies 
for resolving distributional conflicts and the normative conceptions used to justify the distribution of 
goods and burdens in a society, they also affect the acceptance of political and societal institutions 
and European societies’ prosperity and capacity for innovation. The model proposed in the article was 
developed by an interdisciplinary team consisting of senior scholars and of young researchers who have 
expertise in empirical justice research and comparative survey methods. 

Conceptually, the module is premised on the traditional distinction of four dimensions of politics: what 
outcomes are allocated or distributed unequally, such as income, wealth, and educational degrees 
(distributive justice); how are they allocated (procedural justice); who is part of the solidary community 
and can make claims (scope of justice); and when do costs and benefits of redistribution have an impact 
on a society (intergenerational justice)? In each of these areas people have perceptions, normative 
expectations, and evaluations of “what is”. In providing comparative attitudinal data on these issues, the 
module covers four major political challenges of European societies: coping with increasing economic 
and educational inequalities; building widely accepted political and societal institutions; integrating 
migrants into existing social structures; and ensuring ecological and social sustainability. 

Team: 
Stefan Liebig, Bielefeld University, Germany  
Bernhard Kittel and Nadia Steiber, University of Vienna, Austria  
Jürgen Schupp, University of Berlin, Germany  
Michael Weinhardt, Bielefeld University, Germany  
István György Tóth and Márton Medgyesi, Tarki Social Research Institute, Hungary  
Arye Rattner, Avital Mentovich, Clara Sabbagh and Meir Yaish, University of Haifa, Israel  
Guillermina Jasso, New York University, USA 
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The “Timing of Life”: The Organisation of the Life Course in Europe

The proposed module is a repeat of the majority of the “Timing of life” module originally included in 
ESS Round 3 (2006).The first wave of measurement occurred just prior to the Great Recession, which 
abruptly and unexpectedly changed options, resources, and plans for people in every period of life, 
and in every European country. The second wave of measurement, 10 years after the onset of Great 
Recession, is located at an ideal interval for gathering detailed data on changes induced by the economic 
recession and other social, political and economic changes (such as the upsurge of right-wing parties 
across Europe, migration, globalization and digital life), and for gauging the long-lasting effects of these 
changes on the timing of life in different societies. 

The repeat module, inspired by a multinational life course perspective, will allow 1) to study changes in 
the way the life courses of Europeans have unfolded over this period characterised by crucial macro-level 
changes; 2) to study changes in views that Europeans in different societies hold about the organisation 
of the life course during the same period. The module covers 1) the actual experience of life course 
events (through a retrospective reconstruction); 2) the segmentation of the life course into stages of life; 
3) social norms concerning life course events; 4) life planning. Gender interacts with all these dimensions 
and data collection will follow the ‘split ballot’ design already successfully implemented in 2006.

Team: 
Francesco Billari, Oxford University, UK 
Gunhild Hagestad, Oslo and Akershus University College of Applied Sciences, Norway 
Aart Liefbroer, Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute, The Netherlands 
Zsolt Spéder, Demographic Research Institute, Hungary 
Jan Van Bavel, University of Leuven, Belgium 
Richard Settersten Jr., Oregon State University, USA

3. ESS ERIC Dissemination
The ESS ERIC is committed to wide dissemination of its results and there is a dedicated strand of 
activity on science communication and monitoring in the Work Programme 2015-2017.

3.1 ESS ERIC Policy Initiatives

ESS Findings on Wellbeing: The ESS microsite on Wellbeing was launched at the European Survey 
Research Association Conference in July 2015.  This interactive website was linked to the Findings 
Booklet on Wellbeing, which was prepared with the input of authors of ESS based research on 
dimensions of wellbeing and drivers of wellbeing.  It included an overview of the key debates in 
the field regarding the measurement of wellbeing (see http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/
findings/wellbeing.html).  The interactive website address is www.esswellbeingmatters.org

3.2 ESS Policy Activities

ESS ERIC routinely responds to information requests for ESFRI, European Commission and other 
stakeholders. In this period ESS ERIC responded to the ESFRI request to participate in the pilot 
evaluation of the ESFRI Landmarks; in addition, ESS ERIC responded to questionnaires on international 
activity for the OECD. The ESS ERIC Director engaged with the relevant UK Government Departments to 
provide briefing materials as part of the UK preparations for the research landscape post-Brexit.

3.3 Website Editorial Group (ESS Web Ed)

The ESS website (www.europeansocialsurvey.org) is the portal to the ESS data archive, ESS 
documentation and other resources.  Ensuring that the website develops in a way enabling access 
by the range of ESS users is the focus of a newly established Website Editorial Group (WebEd). The 
group identifies challenges and proposes solutions to the development of the ESS website.  Two 
reports on activities have been produced.

3.4 3rd ESS International Conference

The 3rd ESS International Conference took place in Lausanne, Switzerland in July 2016. The ESS ERIC 
HQ team and members of the CST supported the conference organizing committee.  The conference 
was successfully held. The ESS ERIC Scientific Advisory Board met during this conference and selected 
the rotating modules for Round 9.

Date Location Details
20/6/2016 Sofia, Bulgaria European Social Survey  - Overview

19/09/16 Bratislava, Slovakia European Social Survey  - Overview; event under auspices of the 
Slovak Presidency of the EU

27/09/16 London, UK How to use ESS Online Analysis

20/10/16 Bucharest, Romania European Social Survey  - Overview

24/10/16 Paris, France Health Topline publication - launch event

29-30/11/16 Lisbon, Portugal ESS Dissemination seminar

02/12/16 Zagreb, Croatia European Social Survey – Overview

23/02/17 DG SANTE, European Commission, Brussels Analysis of Round 7 rotating module: Social Inequalities in Health

31/03/17 Madrid, Spain Translated Topline publications - launch event



3.3 Data Users

Data user statistics

As of 16 May 2017, there were 107,293 registered users of the ESS website. The users include 
academics, government and non-governmental organisations, think tanks, journalists, students and 
private individuals. 

The ESS User Statistics documents the usage of ESS data from the launch of ESS Round 1 in 2002 to 
date. Two groups of users are reported:

“Registered users” – registered at the ESS website and thereby eligible for using ESS data

“ESS data downloaders” – registered users who have actually downloaded ESS data at least once

The ESS User Statistics reports, available publicly on the ESS website and updated monthly, include 
tables showing numbers of registered users and ESS data downloaders by country, user type 
(faculty members, students etc.) and data type (ESS round, cumulative data and multilevel data).

Table 3.1 presents the ever-increasing data user numbers and data sessions over the Work 
Programme period.
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Table 3.1 - Data users and data sessions (June 2016-May 2017)

Data users and data sessions (data download and on-line analysis) per month, June 2016 - May 2017

Table 3.2 - Data users and data sessions (data download and on-line analysis) per month,  
September 2003 - May  2017

Source: NSD: 01/08/2017
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3.4 Use of Results

The ESS website hosts an online ‘ESS Bibliography’ via which researchers register their publications 
using ESS data. This is a valuable resource with search functionality allowing the online browser to 
explore the bibliographic repository for published articles by author, topic and country, for example.

Figure 6 – Publications by type (as of 23 May 2017, N=2757)

Figure 7 – Publications by country (as of 31st May 2015, N=1662)

Source: NSD ESS Online Bibliography status report (2017)

Source: NSD: ESS Online Bibliography Report, 2017
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3.6 Google citation research

An exercise on Google analytics has been undertaken to explore citations.  This exercise considered all 
relevant (English language) and unique ‘ESS based’ publication by a) methodological or b) substantive 
focus, which include data with at least one ESS item.  Excluded are non-English publications, publications 
with no data usage (e.g item borrowing), secondary data usage (citations from primary ESS based 
publications), non-academic publications, expired links and duplicates of journal articles. The final result 
of the citation analysis 2003-2013 reports 2,300 relevant publications.  Abstracts are subsequently 
coded allowing details of the precise item use to be ascertained.

The analysis indicated that ESS performs well when compared to a range of other international and 
European social surveys including the International Social Survey Programme (ISSP), World Values 
Survey (WVS) and the European Value Survey (EVS) (ESS Annual Bibliographic Report, ESS ERIC, prepared 
by Brina Malnar, November 2014).  It also indicated that:

• most publications are in journals (47.3%)

• the majority of publications are in the journal field ‘sociology’  
(rather than psychology or political science)

• the focus of the articles is mainly on substantive, not methodological topics.
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The following Figures 3.3 and 3.4 indicate the publication growth and the topic focus of publications.

Figure 3.3 – ESS based publications in the 2003-2016 period (N=3557)

Figure 3.4 – The spread of ESS based journal articles across academic fields in 2016 (N=220)

Source: University of Ljubljana, ESS Annual Bibliographic Report, 2017 

Source: University of Ljubljana, ESS Annual Bibliographic Report, 2017 

25

ESS ERIC ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2016-2017 ESS ERIC ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT 2016-2017

4. Operations of the ESS ERIC
In this period, all Committees of the General Assembly and the Director were in place and 
operational.  

Ongoing efforts to expand the membership base of the ESS ERIC were undertaken. These activities 
were carried out by ESS ERIC HQ, with additional resourcing via a H2020 grant for ESS SUSTAIN 
(GA676166). 

At ESS ERIC Headquarters, (based at City, University of London), the necessary arrangements 
relating to the management of the research infrastructure were implemented. 

4.1 Governance Arrangements

The governance of the ESS ERIC is outlined in its Statutes and displayed diagrammatically below. 

Standing Orders are periodically adopted by the General Assembly, as appropriate.  

Figure 4.1 Governance of the ESS ERIC

4.2 Meetings of the ESS ERIC General Assembly, its Committees and the Director’s Committees

The ESS ERIC General Assembly met twice in the period (October 2016 in Paris and April 2017 in 
London).  Key decisions included the adoption of the Work Programme (2017-2019) and its associated 
Budget at its 9th Meeting in April 2017.

All of the Committees of the General Assembly and of the Director (except the Membership 
Development Advisory Committee) met at least once in the 2016-2017.

Kirsty Grainger, ESRC, UK, succeeded Sam McGregor as the Chair of FINCOM (Finance Committee).

Members of the GA Committees are listed in Annex 2.
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Membership development

Membership development activities continued in this period, supported by the programme of 
work in the H2020 project ESS SUSTAIN (GA 676166).  Membership development encompasses 
both retention of existing Members and Observers and attempting to secure the participation of 
those other countries which had previously participated in ESS.  A meeting took place following 
the meeting of the General Assembly on 26th October 2017 and proposed actions agreed.
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The Director’s Committees were active in this period.  These were:

(i) the Core Scientific Team (CST) – the institutions are GESIS, Germany; The Netherlands Institute for Social 
Research/SCP, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain; KU Leuven, Belgium; Norwegian Centre for Research 
Data, NSD/ Norway and University of Ljubljana.

(ii) the National Coordinators’ Forum – the representative of National Coordinators elected to attend 
General Assembly meetings is Peter Grand, Austria.  The representative of NCs elected to attend 
meetings of the Director’s Core Scientific Team is Mikael Hjerm, Sweden. 

ESS ERIC HQ provided the secretariat for the various meetings, preparing minutes of the meetings and 
background papers, as appropriate. 

Table 4.1 (below) provides an overview of meetings (June 2016 - May 2017). 

Table 4.1 – ESS ERIC Meetings:  June 2016 – May 2017
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 June 
2016

Jul 
2016

Aug 
2016

Sep 
2016

Oct 
2016

Nov 
2016

Dec 
2016

Jan 
2017

Feb 
2017

Mar 
2017

Apr 
2017

May 
2017

ESS ERIC General 
Assembly

* *

GA Committee - 
Scientific Advisory 
Board (SAB)

* *

GA Committee - 
Methods Advisory 
Board (MAB)

* *

GA Committee - 
Finance Committee 
(FINCOM)

* *

GA Committee 
- Membership 
Development 
Advisory Committee 
(MDAC)

*

Director’s Committee 
- Core Scientific Team 
(CST)

* *

Director’s 
Committee - National 
Coordinators’ Forum 
(NC Forum)

* *

4.3 ESS ERIC Deliverables produced in the period December 2016 – May 2017

The ESS ERIC Work Programme for the period has a set of scheduled deliverables. All Deliverables 
have ‘public access’ status, bar FINCOM documents and other clearly identified outputs. Table 4.2 
lists all Deliverables from Work Programme 2015-2017.  Deliverables produced in the 2016-2017 
period are indicated by bullet point.

Table 4.2 – ESS ERIC Work Programme 2013-2015 - Deliverables

Title of Deliverables 

Report to GA

Report to EC

Minutes of SAB meeting 3

Minutes of SAB meeting 4

Minutes of MAB meeting 2 

Minutes of MAB meeting 3

Minutes of MAB meeting 4

Minutes of 3rd CST meeting 

Minutes of 4th CST meeting 

Minutes of 5th CST meeting 

NCF Minutes and meeting papers

2014-2016 Annual Accounts Approved

Interim country reports

Round 8 Country Contacts report

Report on planned sampling deviations in R8 

Report on planned deviations in sampling and fieldwork of ESS 8 

Round 9 - Successful module proposals 

Round 8 design documentation process completed for rotating modules and new core items

Findings of R8 SQP coding 

Cognitive training materials 

Report on quality of R9 questions pre-pretesting using SQP 

Report on R8 Translation verification 

Report of Translation Expert Meeting  

Core Review Committee Terms of Reference 

Journal articles describing findings from all studies conducted under the ESS mixed-mode programme (n=2)

Progress report 2 on web follow up experiments 

Cumulative data ESS 1-7, data and meta data 

Report on a general data dissemination system for the ESS 

Assessment of direct effect of new EU Data Protection legislation for  the ESS 

SQP database including new R7 questions with concept names 

Test version of the tool for quality monitoring available from the CST Intranet 

Country-specific reports ESS R7 

Response based quality report ESS R7

Interviewer based quality report ESS R7 

Summary report on post-hoc sample quality assessment for the first and second release countries in R7. 

MTMM R7 analysis report 

Report on the evaluation of complex concepts  

Composite scores datafile 

Deviations summarised from Round 7 second release countries 

Assessment of para data: Report 2

Assessment of para data: Report 3 

Assessment of socio-demographic sample composition in ESS Round 6   

Report on major updates and upgrades of the ESS website 

WEDED Annual activity report to GA  

ESS findings booklet and 2 topline findings booklets  

ESS annual Bibliographic  report 2016

Bibliographic indexing report 

ESS On-line Bibliography Report 2016-2017



5. Finances

The arrangements for financing the ESS ERIC central costs are detailed in the ESS ERIC 
Statutes.  ESS ERIC finances are organised in the following way – the individual countries 
(its Members, Observers and Guests) contribute to the central coordinating costs of the 
ESS ERIC.  A condition of membership (and Observer and Guest status) is that countries 
also commit to carrying out the survey ‘at their own expense’ in accordance with the 
specifications for participating countries (ESS ERIC Statutes Article 4.1d(i)).

Country contributions were specified in Annex IV of the ESS ERIC Statutes for 17 of the 24 
countries from whom contributions were invoiced in the period reported, i.e. 01 June 2016 
– 31 May 2017.2   The formula for calculating individual country contributions, outlined in 
the Explanatory Note to this Annex, was applied for the calculation of the Guest countries.

Table 5.1 – ESS ERIC Country contributions received (01 June 2017 1 31 May 2017, 1)

 2015-2016 2016-2017
UK (Host) 764909
Austria 62067
Belgium 71720
CzechRepublic 24802.17 42518
Estonia 21855
Finland (G) 45726 47098
France 297785
Germany 369298
Hungary 21218 21855
Iceland (G) 21218 21855
Ireland 45354
Israel (G) 40790 42014
Italy 233253 240250
Lithuania 21855
Netherlands 105426
Norway 61328
Poland 67239
Portugal 46510
Slovenia 21855
Sweden 64595
Switzerland 73704
KUL PAWCER 20000 0
GESIS PAWCER 30000 30000
FORS PAWCER 30000 30000
InsHS PAWCER 30000 30000
 Total 688299.2 2382313
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2 The table presents details of the country contribution for each Member, Observer and Guest country for 2016-2017.  When countries joined in 
this period, either as a Member or as a Guest, the full contribution for the biennial period was paid (i.e. covering a two year period 2015-2017).  

The total annual contribution for 2016-2017 was €2382313; the contributions received for the first part of the biennial period in the 2016-2017 
period was €688299.

Audit Statement

“A procurement exercise was undertaken to appoint a new audit team for this period.  Moore 
Stephens LLP were appointed and the audit was undertaken in the July –August 2017 period, 
reporting to the FINCOM at its meeting in September 2017.

In our opinion the financial statements give a true and fair view and comply with the 
requirements of FRS 102 Section 1A “Small Entities”.

We are pleased to report that our audit report, which is included in the annual financial 
statements, is unqualified. In our opinion, from information provided to us during the audit, no 
events or conditions appear to exist which cast doubt on the ability of the Consortium to continue 
as a going concern d in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities 
(effective April 2008)”

(Moore Stephens, September 2017, ESS ERIC Audit Completion Report)

The audited accounts are presented in Annex 4.
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6. Future activities (01 June 2017-31 May 2019)
The third ESS ERIC Work Programme covers the period 01 June 2017 to 31 May 2019.  It, together 
with its associated budget, was approved and adopted by the ESS ERIC General Assembly at its 9th 
meeting in April 2017.  The third Work Programme period corresponds to ESS Round 9 and includes 
the commencement of preparations for ESS Round 10.

Box 2 – EU HORIZON 2020 Projects Coordinated by ESS ERIC

SERISS is a four-year project that aims to strengthen and harmonise social science research 
across Europe. Funded under Horizon 2020, it brings together six key social science research 
infrastructures in the EU: ESS ERIC, SHARE ERIC, CESSDA AS, Gender and Generations; European 
Values Survey and WageIndicator Survey. It will run from 01 July 2015 to 30 June 2019.

Focused around three key themes – key challenges facing cross-national data collection, 
breaking down barriers between research infrastructures, and embracing the future of 
social sciences – SERISS will address issues relating to survey design and data collection, data 
management and curation from a collaborative, cross-national perspective. The project will 
better equip Europe’s social science data infrastructures to play a major role in addressing 
the key societal challenges facing Europe today and ensure that national and European 
policymaking is built on a solid base of the highest-quality socio-economic evidence.  

See:  www.seriss.eu

ESS SUSTAIN is a 30 month project that seeks to consolidate and extend the position of the 
ESS ERIC as a leading research infrastructure in the European Research Area and beyond.  It is 
a mono-beneficiary project. It will run from 01 October 2015 to 31 September 2018. It aims to 
increase coverage of the ESS ERIC through a range of targeted initiatives.

See www.europeansocialsurvey.org 
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Annex 1. ESS ERIC General Assembly: National Representatives
Members of the ESS ERIC General Assembly are represented by a National Representative.  

The Chair of the General Assembly is Professor Michael Breen, Mary Immaculate College,  
University of Limerick, Ireland. He was re-elected for a second four-year term in October 2016.

The Deputy Chair is Professor Algis Krupavičius, Kaunas University of Technology, Lithuania,  
appointed at the second meeting of the General Assembly on 31 January 2014.

ESS ERIC General Assembly, National Representatives (as of 31 May 2015)

Observer country, Switzerland was represented by Professor Georg Lutz FORS (Swiss Foundation 
for Research in Social Sciences).

Countries with Guest status include:

Finland, represented by Helena Vänskä, Academy of Finland; Iceland, represented by XXX;  
Israel, represented by Professor Nurit Yirmiya, Ministry of Science, Technology and Space; 
Spain, represented by Mónica Méndez, Spanish Centre for Sociological Research; and Slovakia, 
represented by Dr Michal Kentoš, Institute of Social Sciences, Slovak Academy of Science.

Austria Matthias Reiter- Pázmándy, Federal Ministry of Science, Research and 
Economy

Belgium  Marc Luwel/Bart Dumolyn delegated representative from the Hercules 
Foundation (representing the Flemish community)

Marc Vanholsbeeck, delegated representative from the Ministry of the 
Walloon-Brussels Federation; Aziz Naji, Federal Service Policy Office  
- BELSPO (representing the Federal state) 

Czech Republic Petr Ventluka, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports

Estonia Kerstin Mahlapuu, Ministry of Social Affairs 

France Pascal Buleon, School of Advanced Studies in Social Sciences (EHSS), acting 
in association with the National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) and 
the National Foundation for Political Sciences. Represented by Isabella Eiselt, 
Ministry of National Education, Higher Education and Research to October 
2016 and Nicolas Dromel, from April 2017.

Germany Dr Brunhild Spannhake, Federal Ministry of Education and Research, 
represented by Hans Nerlich

Ireland Dr Eucharia Meehan, Irish Research Council (HEA),  
represented by Dr Helen Russell

Lithuania Professor Algis Krupavičius, delegated representative of the Ministry of 
Education and Science

Netherlands Joris Voskuilen, Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research  

Norway Dr Ingunn Stangeby, Research Council of Norway

Poland Dariusz Drewniak, Ministry of Science and Higher Education

Portugal Dr Ricardo Migueis, Foundation for Science and Technology  
(replaced Isabel Figueiredo, FCT) 

Slovenia Dr Albin Kralj, Ministry of Education, Science and Sport

Sweden Professor Michael Tåhlin, delegated representative from the Swedish 
Research Council

UK Kirsty Grainger, Economic and Social Research Council (Host Country)
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Annex 2. Membership of the Committees  
of the General Assembly: 
Scientific Advisory Board, Methods Advisory Board, Research Ethics Committee,  
Finance Committee/FINCOM (2016-2017)

Scientific Advisory Board (SAB)

1. Professor Ann Helen Bay, Institute for Social Research, Oslo, Norway

2. Professor Piet Bracke, University of Ghent, Ghent, Belgium [Deputy Chair]

3. Professor Jacqueline Scott, Queen’s College, Cambridge, UK [Chair]

4. Professor Joao Ferreira de Almeida, ISCTE

5. Professor Anu Realo, University of Tartu

6. Professor Max Kaase (formerly Jacobs University)

7. Professor Dr Nicolas Sauger, Sciences-Po

8. Professor Shalom Schwartz, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem

Methods Advisory Board (MAB)

1. Professor Mick Couper, ISR Michigan

2. Professor Lars Lyberg, Statistics Sweden, Sweden [Chair]

3. Professor Daniel Defays, University of Liege (Eurostat)

4. Professor Patrick Sturgis, University of Southampton

5. Professor Annelies Blom, Universitat Mannheim

6. Professor Dominique Joyé, Lausanne University

ESS ERIC Research Ethics Committee

1. Professor Lars Lyberg, Statistics Sweden, Sweden [Chair]

2. Professor Annelies Blom, Universitat Mannheim

3. Professor Gordon Wills (external, NIH)

Finance Committee (FINCOM)

1. Samantha McGregor (to October 2017); Kirsty Grainger, ESRC, UK [Chair]

2. Professor Chris Whelan, External Expert, to March 2017

3. Laurent Pinon, National Representative  

4. Eckard Kämper, External Expert

5. Dr Ingunn Stangeby, National Representative
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Annex 3. Membership of the ESS ERIC Director’s 
Committees – Core Scientific Team and National 
Coordinators’ Forum

The Director, Professor Rory Fitzgerald, is located at ESS ERIC Headquarters. The host institution is 
City, University of London. He is supported in the design and implementation of the ESS ERIC Work 
Programme by six other institutions that collectively comprise the ESS ERIC Core Scientific Team.

Core Scientific Team (CST)

Members of the CST are:

• Norwegian Centre for Research Data (NSD), Norway 

• GESIS – Leibniz Institute for the Social Sciences, Germany

• The Netherlands Institute for Social Research/SCP,  
Netherlands Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain

• Catholic University of Leuven (KUL Leuven), Belgium University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

Senior representatives of the CST attend the meetings of the ESS ERIC General Assembly.

National Coordinators’ Forum
The ESS ERIC Director also convenes a National Coordinators’ Forum, attended by National 
Coordinators appointed by ESS ERIC Members and Observers. The NCF sends a representative to 
the Core Scientific Team meetings and to the General Assembly.  

National Coordinators (ESS ERIC Member and Observer countries and Guests) at 30 March 2017 

ESS ERIC Members & Observers
Austria  Peter Grand
Belgium (Flanders) Celine Wuyts
Belgium (Wallonia) Patrick Italiano
Czech Republic Klára Plecitá
Estonia  Mare Ainsaar
France  Anne Cornilleau
France  Simon Le Corgne
Germany   Stefan Liebig
Germany   Michael Weinhardt
Hungary  Bence Ságvári
Ireland  Brendan O´Keeffe
Ireland  Amy Healy
Italy  Cristiano Vezzoni
Lithuania  Vaidas Morkevičius
Norway  Kristen Ringdal
Poland  Franciszek Sztabiński
Poland  Paweł Sztabiński
Portugal  Alice Ramos
Slovenia  Slavko Kurdija
Slovenia  Tina Vovk
Slovenia  May Dušak
Sweden  Mikael Hjerm
Sweden  Filip Fors
Switzerland  Michèle Ernst Stähli
United Kingdom Alun Humphrey

Guests and in attendance:
Albania  Alban Nelaj
Bulgaria  Lilia Dimova
Finland  Heikki Ervasti
Iceland  Bylgja Arnadottir
Israel  Irit Adler
Russia  Anna Andreenkova
Slovakia  Denisa Fedáková
Spain  Mónica Méndez Lago



1 June 2016  
to 31 May 2017 
€

1 June 2015  
to 31 May 2016 
€

Income 2,427,182 2,542,796

Direct costs (2,390,830) (2,317,186)

Gross Surplus 36,352 225,610

Administrative expenses (36,352) (225,610)

Surplus For The Financial Year - -

2017 
€

2016 
€

Current Assets

Debtors 675,580 20,173

Debtors 2,615,453 2,657,026

3,291,033 2,677,199

CREDITORS: amounts falling due
within one year

(3,291,033) (2,677,199)

NET Current Assets - -

NET Assets - -

Reserves

Accumulated surplus - -

Income and expenditure account - -

Total Reserves - -

Annex 4. Audited Accounts  
Auditor: Moore, Stephens, LLP, London, United Kingdom

STATEMENT OF TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MAY 2017

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 31 MAY 2017

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with section 1A of Financial Reporting 
Standard 102 for Small Entities.
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ESS ERIC MEMBERS, OBSERVERS & GUESTS (2016-2017)

Ess Eric Members Ess Eric Observers Ess Eric Guests

Austria Switzerland Finland

Belgium Iceland 

Czech Republic Israel

Estonia Slovakia

France  Spain

Germany

Hungary

Ireland

Italy

Lithuania

The Netherlands

Norway

Poland 

Portugal

Slovenia

Sweden

Uk (Host Country)
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The European Social Survey is a biennial survey 
of social attitudes and behaviour which has been 
carried out in up to 36 European countries since 
2001. Its dataset contains the results of nearly 
400,000 completed interviews which are freely 
accessible. All survey and related documentation 
produced by the ESS ERIC is freely available to all.

Find out more about the ESS ERIC and access its data at: 
www.europeansocialsurvey.org

Published by the European Social Survey ERIC, 
Headquarters c/o City Unviersity London.

April 2018

Designed and printed by Rapidity

The ESS was awarded European Research 
Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) status in 

2013. ESS ERIC has 17 Members,  
1 country with Observer status and 5 

countries with Guest status.

Members:
Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Estonia, 

France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 
Lithuania, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 

Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden, UK.

Observer: Switzerland.

Other Participants: Finland, Iceland,  
Israel, Slovakia and Spain participated  

as Guest countries in Round 8.

Multi-national advisory groups to the ESS ERIC 
General Assembly are the Methods Advisory 
Board and the Scientific Advisory Board. The 
ESS ERIC Core Scientific Team includes GESIS, 
Mannheim; NSD, Bergen; University Pompeu 

Fabra, Barcelona; The Netherlands Institute 
for Social Research/SCP, The Hague; Catholic 
University of Leuven, Belgium; University of 
Ljubljana. The National Coordinators’ Forum 

involves ESS NCs from participating countries.

• Trust in institutions
• Political engagement
• Socio-political values
• Moral and social values
• Social capital
• Social exclusion
• National, ethnic and religious 

identity
• Well-being, health and security
• Demographic composition
• Education and occupation
• Financial circumstances

• Household circumstances
• Attitudes to welfare
• Trust in criminal justice
• Expressions and experiences of 

ageism
• Citizenship, involvement and 

democracy
• Immigration
• Family, work and well-being
• Economic morality
• The organisation of the life-course

ESS topics
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